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Larry and Pat White will be retiring at the end of October. They 
have faithfully served this church for many, many years and as they 
transition into this new and exciting chapter of their lives, the Worship 
& Arts Ministry is hosting a special service to honor their legacy.
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Starting Point is for those who are new to Calvary as well as 
those who have been attending for many years. Next class 
is October 20 at Calvary West in Room 3309 at 9:00a led by 
Campus Pastor, Ryan Showalter.

Register your attendance at calvarynow.com/startingpoint

October 20 | 9:00a | Calvary West
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NOVEMBER 3-24 | Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes will collected on all of our campuses. Volunteers will 
be available in the lobbies on November 3-24. Volunteers will be 
available to answer questions/share the vision of the ministry of 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child. 

OCTOBER 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 | Fellowship Dinners 
Fellowship dinners will continue for the month of October.  
Cost is $6 per person. To see the menu each week go to the  
Events Calendar at mycalvary.com or on the CalvaryNow app 
under Calendar.

OCTOBER 20 | Starting Point for Adults 
Starting Point is for those who are new to Calvary, as well as those 
who have been attending for many years. The next class will be 
October 20 at 9:00a in room 3309 at Calvary West and will be 
led by Campus Pastor, Ryan Showalter. Details: calvarynow.com/
startingpoint

OCTOBER 21 | Senior Adult Luncheon 
This month’s senior adult luncheon will be Monday, October 21 
at 10:30a in the Calvary Central Dining Room. Lunch is $5 per 
person, no RSVP required. Details: 336.714.5430 (Kara Polston).

OCTOBER 27 | Retirement Reception for Larry White 
Mark your calendars for a time of worship and celebration of the 
ministry of Larry White. 

OCTOBER 31 | Red Cross Blood Drive 
Save lives, give blood on Thursday, October 31, in the Sechrist 
Building from 2:30-7:00p. To make an appointment, visit 
redcrossblood.org and use Sponsor Code: Calvary Baptist or call 
the church at 336.714.5463.  

NOVEMBER 1 | Spring Scholarship Deadline 
 The deadline for spring scholarships is November 1.  For 
further details, go to calvarynow.com/scholarships or contact         
lhunter@calvarynow.com.

NOVEMBER 17 | Calvary West Chicken Stew 
Bring a friend and join us after the service on Sunday, November 
17th for a Chicken Stew! We’ll have delicious food, community, 
fellowship, and outside games for the kids. See you there!

NOVEMBER 24 | Parent Child Dedication 
Dedicate your child on Nov. 24, 2019 in any of our morning 
services. Registration and mandatory meeting are required. Call 
Angela Whisenhunt 336.714.5449.

DECEMBER 7 & 8 | The Mystery of Christmas 
Save the dates for our Christmas celebration. You don’t want to 
miss this year’s event as we walk from creation to the cross and 
consider God’s pursuit of us.

Lord’s Supper Volunteers Needed 
At Calvary, we take part in the Lord’s Supper quarterly throughout 
a year as an act of communion in which we remember Christ’s 
greatest sacrifice. Therefore, preparing these elements takes a team 
and we would love to have you on board! For more information 
or to sign up to serve, go to our Serve Opportunities page at 
mycalvary.com.

International Student Host Families Needed 
Would you consider being a “missionary” in your own home? Do 
you have an extra bedroom in your house? Or do you have a desire 
to enhance the family experience and share the love of Christ 
with an international student? Calvary Day School is seeking 
Christian host families for the 2019-2020 school year. If interested, 
please contact Admissions Office/Becky Wood at 336.714.5479 or 
bwood@calvaryday.school.

NOVEMBER 7 | Five Love Languages of Children 
Calvary Day School presents Parenting 101: The Five Love 
Languages of Children & Teens with Dr. Gary C. Chapman at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 7 in the Calvary Baptist Church Worship 
Center. Admission is free and open to the public. CDS encourages 
all parents to join us for this special evening with Dr. Chapman. 
Please invite and encourage other parents in the community to join 
you for this event!

NOVEMBER 21 | CDS Fall Open House 
Want to learn more about Calvary Day School? We would love 
to show you the Calvary difference! Schedule a tour today or join 
CDS during Fall Open House at 5:30 p.m. on November 21 in 
Dining Room A. The event will include information about all the 
amazing things God is doing at CDS and all that the school can 
offer you and your children and an opportunity to explore the 
school and meet CDS faculty and staff. Visit calvaryday.school to 
learn more about CDS or to schedule a tour or call 336.765.5546.
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My name is Melody Welch, and I started the Prayer Quilting Ministry 
in September of 2009 at Calvary. As we celebrate 10 years of this 
ministry, I look back and am reminded of the goodness of God and all 
that He sustained me through to bring me to this day. 

I have lived in the Winston-Salem area my entire life. I grew up in a very 
broken and dysfunctional home where I was not loved. I was allowed 
to go to church when I was young, and it was there that I learned that 
there was a God that loved me, which was something I had a hard time 
comprehending because I did not feel that anyone could possibly love 
me. I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior as a child, and while I still 
struggled with accepting His love, He was what sustained me during 
the hardest times of my childhood. It was in the church at the age of 14 
that I met Tommy. He has always been the angel I asked God for, and 
the greatest blessing of my life. He cared deeply for me, and he loved 
me without asking for anything in return.  He asked me to marry him 
when we were 18, and we tied the knot a year later. When we were 
22, God blessed us with boy-girl twins after doctors told us we would 
never have children. The next several years were good, but the difficulty 
and the baggage from my childhood remained. 

Then after a series of terrible events when I was 40, I hit the lowest part 
of my life. I was very sick, in and out of various hospitals, and I had no 
will to live. The Enemy convinced me I was useless and that God could 
not and did not love me because I was just too damaged. Because of 
this lie, I continued to struggle with my physical and mental health 
over the next few years. Then I had a major medical emergency and my 
heart stopped twice. The doctors told Tommy that they didn’t think I 
was going to make it, and that if my heart stopped one more time, they 
would not be able to revive me. During that ordeal, I remember only 
one thing: I was laying in the hospital bed, barely holding on to life, 
and suddenly a man appeared at my bedside and said: “Stop this. I am 
not finished with you.” And by the miraculous work of God, I survived. 

We were not attending church at the time. While I would take the kids 
so they could be part of various programs, we did not go as a family. We 
had been hurt at our previous church, so while we still read our Bibles 
often, we had walked away from corporate worship for a season. The 
day before Easter in 2001, I was back in the hospital and Tommy was 
driving on Highway 52, and he happened to see a billboard advertising a 
sunrise Easter service at Calvary. He decided to go, and he immediately 

felt loved and at home there. When I got out of the hospital, we both 
attended and felt like the Lord was calling us there. We found a Bible 
Fellowship class that loved us and prayed for us often, especially me, 
and while I was grateful to have found a church home, I still struggled 
at times. I would find myself in the worship center, surrounded by 
thousands of people worshipping the Lord, yet I felt completely alone. 
But God continued to remind me of His love, and it was then that I 
began to slowly heal. 

During my health crises, God brought many things into my life to 
help me process and heal: therapy, doctors that loved the Lord, and, 
the most surprising, quilting. I was not working at this point, and 
Tommy encouraged me to find a pastime that brought me joy. His 
mother gave me a sewing machine, so I began to learn how to quilt 
using YouTube tutorials, and I slowly began to learn the basics. I later 
had an opportunity to take a quilting class through Forsyth Tech, and 
my love for it only grew. A friend from my quilting class talked about 
starting a quilting ministry, which piqued my interest and I agreed to 
help her, but God closed every door. I started to question if this was 
really the direction God wanted for me. Why would the Lord gave me 
such a passion for something, then not allow me to use it? I had even 
been given several sewing machines and fabric and other supplies by 
women who said “God told me to give this to you,” so I started asking 
God “what are you doing?” 

We were members of Calvary by this time. Tommy asked me if I had 
considered starting a quilting ministry at Calvary. I laughed and said 
that Calvary was so big, they probably already had one. But Tommy 
convinced me to ask, so I did, and to my surprise, I discovered that they 
didn’t. So I began the process of starting a quilting ministry at Calvary, 
and in 2009, I got that opportunity, I was so nervous; leading was not 
what I had in mind or a strength I felt I was had but I was trusting 
God. I told Him, “I will give this ministry two weeks, and if no one 
shows up, I will have kept my promise to You.” The first week, we had 
31 women sign up, and the second week, we were told that they were 
looking for a bigger room to accommodate all the ladies. This was not 
at all what I was expecting, but God was leading, so I followed, and He 
is still leading today.  

Read the rest of Melody’s story at calvarynow.com/stories
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