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LIFEconnected

My name is Joyce and I had the incredible opportunity to be a mom 
to a very special young man named Joshua for 18 precious years.

My water broke unexpectedly on the morning of January 8, 1997. I 
was a little over 24 weeks pregnant and Joshua was not due until the 
end of April. Joshua was born on January 13, 1997. He was 13 inches 
long and he weighed 1 pound 9 ounces. He was small enough to fit 
in my husband Ben’s hand.

Joshua was in the NICU at three different hospitals for the first year 
of his life. Joshua came home January 24, 1998, with 12 hours of 
nursing seven days a week. It was such a joy to have a nurse who 
taught us to treat Joshua like a child and not a fragile patient. 
However, we faced numerous difficulties where doctors wanted us 
to believe the worst for Joshua.

Because I need people and fellowship, I had to get out of the house. 
I refused to leave Joshua behind, and it was a joy to take him with 
me. Our oldest son, Benjamin was just 15 months older than 
Joshua and he gave us a reason to visit the playground every day. 
When Joshua was 2 years old he was diagnosed with cancer and 
he had chemotherapy and surgery to remove the tumor from his 
liver. When it was safe for Joshua to keep up with Benjamin, he did, 
oxygen tank and all.

When Joshua was four years old, he came off of oxygen and we 
found out a short time later that I was pregnant with our youngest 
son, Nathaniel. This gave Joshua new opportunities for play dates, 
playground visits, and parties. Benjamin was very active in sports 
at this time and Joshua enjoyed being outdoors at soccer, baseball 
and eventually football and lacrosse games for both of his brothers. 
Basketball games were the perfect winter outing, as well as going 
roller skating with his brothers’ Scout troop. Joshua LOVED the 
disco lights!

As a family, we participated in 5K runs. Benjamin would finish first, 
Ben would push Joshua, Nathaniel ran along beside them (when 
he was old enough), and I felt comfortable running in the very 
back of all of the runners. We went to the Children’s Theatre and 
museums, and we enjoyed performances at The Steven’s Center 
to see operas (although we told Joshua that he could not sing with 
them!). We were able to take advantage of many wheelchair friendly 
places and got to visit Disney World, the beach, go skiing (Joshua 
went tubing and laughed the entire time), and we even got to travel 
throughout the United States for various sporting events. What 
may have appeared to many to be a very difficult situation become 
our greatest joy: to live life to the fullest with our sweet Joshua. 
Unfortunately, he died months before we took our Midwestern tour 
to see Milwaukee (Brewers) and Chicago (Cubs) but we still look at 
every location from Joshua’s perspective. Ben and I wanted the boys 
to see that we could, in fact, “. . . do everything through Christ, who 
gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13 NLT)

Joshua died unexpectedly on April 23, 2015, but his legacy does not 
end there. 

Read the rest of Joyce’s story at calvarynow.com/stories

Have a story to share? Email them to stories@calvarynow.com

Dr. Don Mann has served as an Associate Pastor at Calvary for 35 
years and president of ProVision Foundation for 14 years. Don 
was ordained in 1981 when he returned to Calvary as Pastor for 
Family Life. Don completed a Doctorate in Pastoral Leadership 
with a focus on planned giving. He began the Calvary’s ministries of 
Communication and Development, implemented a planned giving 
program, and founded ProVision. Don led the first Kenya mission 
coastal crusade trip and led missions in Tokyo through banking.
Don and Diane consider their relationships at Calvary one of the 
greatest rewards of ministry. They look forward to spending time 
with their three sons and their families (5 grandchildren). 
February 26 will be Don’s last Sunday of serving in ministry at 
Calvary. Don will continue working with ProVision Foundation as 
a consultant for a season, and will continue his work as an advisor to 
families, helping them discover their spiritual purposes and vision 
for family legacy planning. 
There will be a reception to honor Don and Diane on February 26 
after the evening activities at Calvary Central. Come show your 
appreciation and bring a note of encouragement.
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A STORY OF LOVE
IN THE MIDST OF DIFFICULTY

HONORING 35 YEARS OF MINISTRY



FEBRUARY 16 | Dinner with the Chapmans 
Are you seriously dating, engaged or recently married? Dr. 
Gary Chapman and his wife Karolyn invite you to dinner at 
6:30p as they share “Things I Wish I Had Known Before We 
Got Married.” Details: 336.714.5498 (Cathy Malek). 

THE LINK  
6th-12th graders, don’t miss out on Wednesday nights at The 
Link in the Worship Center at Central and in the Youth Room 
at West for a dynamic worship environment where students can 
hang out with their friends and engage with an Almighty God.

MARCH 25 | Nathan’s Race 
Register today for Nathan’s Race Fun Run, 5K, and 10K to be 
held on March 25. Nathan’s Race honors CDS student Nathan 
Clark who passed away in the fall of 2014. All proceeds go 
towards sustaining the Nathan Clark Scholarship.

JUNE 19-23 | Kids Camp 
Save the date for Kids Camp. Theme: “Galactic Starveyors.” 
Details: 336.714.5448 (Ashlee Mabe) 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS | REFIT 
REFIT®s vision is to create a fitness experience that changes 
people from the inside out. This vision is accomplished by 
focusing on the heart as a muscle AND a soul. This is a great 
opportunity for women, men, and families to exercise and 
fellowship together! Classes are on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 6:30-7:30p at Calvary West in the youth room. Cost is 
FREE and children are welcome to join with an attending adult.

VENTURE CLUB 
Looking for a great place for your kids to have fun, go on 
field trips, and meet new friends? Be a part of Venture Club 
summer day camp and have the best experience ever. Details: 
jbthomasson@calvarynow.com (Joseph Thomasson)

MARCH 31-APRIL 1 | LeadWorship Conference 
The LeadWorship conference, through the Baptist State 
Convention, will feature Paul Baloche, Michael Neale, and 
many others. There will be a Night of Worship on March 
31 that is open to all, and breakout sessions on April 1 for 
registrants. Details at www.leadworship.com/leadworship-
workshops/winstonsalem.

CALVARY DAY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES 
Welcome Wednesday Tour (K-12th grade) 

• February 22 & March 8 at 9:00a

Welcome Wednesday Tour (Early Ed) 
• February 15 & March 1 at 10:00a

CALVARY DAY SCHOOL | Employment Opportunities 
There are several job opportunities starting this spring.  
Details: calvaryday.school

ESL | Citizenship Class 
We will begin a citizenship class on Wednesday nights from 
6–7:30p in A-1116. Details: 336.714.5455 (Shelley Freeman)

PRAY 
Please be in prayer for Eli Moore who is serving in Kenya until 
March 9.

C U R R E N T  S E R M O N  S E R I E S

FEBRUARY 24-26, 2017
CALVARY WEST

SPEAKER: Curtis Zackery
FOR ALL STUDENTS 6th–12th Grade

calvarynow.com/25

A WEEKEND FOR STUDENTS TO EXPERIENCE WORSHIP & COMMUNITY

FEBRUARY 5 | Starting Point 
Come and learn who we are, where we’re headed, and how you 
can become part of what God is doing right here at Calvary. 
Starting Point is for those who are new to Calvary as well as 
those who have been attending for many years. The next class 
is February 5 at 9:45a in room 3309 at Calvary West led by 
Ryan Showalter. Register at calvarynow.com/startingpoint.

SUNDAYS AM | Journey Kids Worship 
Journey Kids meets at 11:15a in room 2120! Journey is a 
children’s worship experience for kindergarten through 5th 
grade. Check in at the Children’s desk in the lobby.  
Details: calvarynow.com/journey

FEBRUARY 6 | Shape Up 
Shape Up is a great place for adults age 55 and older to help 
keep their lifestyle active! At 9:00a on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, we start out with walking and fellowship followed 
by a variety of exercises for every individual fitness level. Not 
only do we work on healthy bodies, but healthy hearts as well. 
Join us for a time for community, prayer, and a devotion. 
Details: twilliams@calvarynow.com (Truett Williams)

WELCOME 
We would like to welcome the following babies born into our 
Calvary family: Myles Jeffrey Bonasso born December 10, 
2016, to parents John Michael & Ashley and siblings Adela 
& Luca. Elias Dean Hundley born December 14, 2016, to 
parents Caleb & Nina. Margaret Anne (Maggie) Mitchell born 
December 1, 2016, to parents Michael & Anna and siblings 
Caroline, Charlie & Sidney. Aubrey & Everly Leonard born 
December 19, 2016, to parents Jordan & Camilla. Molly Jan 
& Marshall Hobson Showalter born December 20, 2016, to 
parents Ryan & Meredith and big brothers Mason & Maddox.

BELIEVER’S BAPTISM 
Have you received Christ as your Savior and been baptized 
by immersion? We invite you to take your next step in your 
faith and membership at Calvary by scheduling your baptism. 
Details: calvarynow.com/startingpoint or shall@calvarynow.com 
(Sandra Hall)

FEBRUARY 26 | Parent-Child Dedication 
The next Parent-Child Dedication services will be held on 
February 26, 2017, in all services. Registration is open online 
at calvarynow.com/preschool or by contacting Malissa in 
the preschool office at 336.714.5469. Registration deadline is 
February 13.

W

C

W

W

C

C

C

presented by 
calvary women
joy fm &
encouragement cafe

MARCH 4
9AM–3PM
DOORS OPEN 8AM
CALVARY WEST

Fill a bottle. Change a life.
Return filled bottles to the Calvary lob-

bies by Sunday, March 12.

What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, 
and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the 
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance...

PHIL.
1:18–19

Express your appreciation to the following staff retiring this month: Jeanette Weyandt (10 years) Director of Counseling, Rodney Rumple (11 
years) Security Manager, Sharon Fausch (20 years) HR Coordinator, and Fran Pugh (31 years) Administrative Assistant to 3 Senior Pastors.

SAVE THE DATE
COMPELLING ENVIRONMENTS PRESENTATIONS 
March 12–19 
More details coming soon
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