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The heavens declare the glory of God...night after night 
they reveal knowledge.

PSALM
19:1–2

C U R R E N T  S E R M O N  S E R I E S

Tickets are available Sundays in the lobbies or reserve tickets online at
calvarynow.com/christmas

A family business has seen its share of highs and lows, but a Father and Son are 
soon at odds. Uncertain of all that awaits them, each comes face to face with 
their greatest struggle. How will they overcome? How will they find answers?

DEC 1
7:00p

DEC 3
3:00p

DEC 2
3:00p & 7:00p

CELEBRATION SUNDAY

Pledge or give online at

calvarynow.com

NOVEMBER 19



NOVEMBER 15 | Short-Term Bible Study Leaders 
If you are interested in leading a short-term (6 to 8 week) small 
group Bible study during the January to May semester, please 
contact Anita Hall at ahall@calvarynow.com. These groups meet 
on Wednesday mornings at Central (Women’s Bible Study) or 
Wednesday evenings at Central and West for anyone to join. 
Deadline to submit your study is November 15.

NOVEMBER 18 | Surviving the Holidays 
Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding 
Thanksgiving and Christmas? Are you or someone you love 
dreading the holidays because of the grief and loss from broken 
relationships? Our Surviving the Holidays seminar on Saturday, 
November 18, from 1:30-4:00p in the Angell Room is especially for 
people who are separated and divorced. You’ll learn: how to deal 
with the many emotions you’ll face during the holidays, helpful 
tips for surviving social events, ways to give your kids a good 
holiday experience, and how to discover hope for your future. 
Details: cmalek@calvarynow.com (Cathy Malek)

DECEMBER 1-3 | Broken Christmas 
A family business has seen its share of highs and lows, but a 
father and son are soon at odds. Uncertain of all that awaits 
them, each comes face to face with their greatest struggle. How 
will they overcome? How will they find answers? Don’t miss 
this year’s Christmas production, Broken Christmas, A Story 
Of Hope to see how this moving story unfolds. Tickets will be 
available in the lobby before and after services or go online to 
calvarynow.com/christmas. Get your tickets and invite a friend. 
Details: 336.714.5425

DECEMBER 1-3 | First Impressions Volunteers 
This year’s Christmas production is just around the corner and 
we need volunteers on the parking team, greeters and ushers. To 
volunteer call 336.714.5431 (Lisa) or email ldymott@calvarynow.com  

DECEMBER 3 | Starting Point for Adults 
Starting Point is for those who are new to Calvary as well as 
those who have been attending for many years. The next class is 
December 3 at Calvary West in Room 3309 at 9:45a led by Associate 
Pastor Ryan Showalter. Details: calvarynow.com/startingpoint

Welcome 
We would like to welcome the following babies born into the 
Calvary family: Kieran Brooks born July 11, 2017, to parents Joe 
& Heather and siblings Kambri & Jasper Allen. Elliott Ann Holt 
born September 8, 2017, to parents Greg & Morgan. Wren Nicole 
Talton born September 22, 2017, to parents Tyler & Jennifer and 
big brother Graham.

NOW-NOVEMBER 19 | Operation Christmas Child 
Operation Christmas Child collects shoeboxes filled with gifts and 
delivers them to children in need around the world. Every one of 
these shoebox gifts is an opportunity to share the Gospel. Please 
stop by the Operation Christmas Child table in the lobby to pick 
up your shoeboxes today. Shoeboxes will be collected in the lobby 
through November 19.

NOVEMBER 16-18 | “A Christmas Carol”  
Mark your calendars for an evening of fun!  Calvary Day School 
Drama presents “A Christmas Carol” Dinner Theater November 
16-18.  For more details or to purchase tickets, please visit 
calvaryday.school.  Tickets must be purchased by November 10.

NOVEMBER–FEBRUARY | Venture Hoops  
Venture Hoops offers league play for 1st-6th grade boys and girls 
and volunteer leadership opportunities for adults, parents and older 
youth. The program runs November through the end of February. 
All games are played on Saturdays, with one practice scheduled 
during the week. Practice day varies weekly due to gym availability. 
Register at teamsideline.com/calvarynow  Details: 336.714.5460 or 
twilliams@calvarynow.com (Truett Williams).

DECEMBER 6 | Calvary Day School Open House  
Want to learn more about Calvary Day School? We would 
love to show you the Calvary difference. Join us for an 
open house for grades K-12 on December 6 at 10:00a.                                           
Details/to register: www.calvaryday.school

JANUARY 7 | Perspectives  
The Perspectives class will challenge you, inspire you, and 
transform you through dynamic speakers, engaging activities, 
and intriguing reading throughout the week. Classes will be 
January 7–April 29 on Sundays from 4:30p-7:30p in Dining 
Room B at Calvary Central. Childcare provided. Register now 
at www.perspectives.org. Early bird discount available through 
December 1. Details: 336.745.9244 (Allison Willis).

EACH WEEK | Power Through Weakness 
Power Through Weakness Fitness Training Classes are being held 
in the CAC at Calvary on MWF from 8:30-9:30a or 12:00-1:00p in 
the Aerobics Room (Bldg. A-Rm. 0107). Become a healthy steward 
of the body God has given you. Contact Ashley at 336.528.0571 or 
ashley@ahafit.com with questions, to schedule a consult for your 
fitness goals, and for pricing details.

EACH WEEK | Shape Up Exercise Classes 
Join us for SHAPE UP exercise classes that are designed for 
people 55 years and up. You can work out at your own pace while 
stretching and building a stronger body. Classes are MWF from 
9:00-10:00a in the CAC (Bldg. A) Questions: 336.714.5460 or 
twilliams@calvarynow.com (Truett Williams).

EACH WEEK | Calvary’s Global Missions Offering 
The annual goal is $750,000. Most of the offering goes to the 
International Mission Board. We invest the remainder in our key 
partners to serve our neighbors in the nations.

TROIKA BUSINESS MISSION TRIPS 
There will be trips to Lviv Ukraine in February, May, September 
and December 2018. More details are available at  
calvarynow.com/missions
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My name is Diane Pledger, and my husband Bobby and I are year 
round volunteers with Samaritan’s Purse for Operation Christmas 
Child. We have been in this role since 2008, and have been blessed by 
every moment of it. Over the years leading up to this role, the Lord 
prepared us in some pretty incredible ways. 

One of the ways God prepared us was by walking us through some 
very dark valleys in life that helped shape us into who we are today. In 
1987, when I was pregnant with my son, Philip, the doctors discovered 
that I had kidney disease. I was also told at that time I could not have 
any more children due to the risk. Bobby and I learned to be content 
with our family of three, but God had other plans. In 1997, we met 
Michael, who was an orphan from Belarus that came to live with us for 
the summer. He ended up staying with us for three summers in a row 
and we fell in love with him. We wanted to give him a better life, so as 
a family, we prayed and decided to adopt him. In 2000, after an almost 
two year long process, Michael came to live with us permanently. He 
was getting ready to turn 13, and we had no idea what the impact of 
abuse, abandonment, and neglect had done to him. Our home became 
a battlefield. We held onto the Lord and each other through the storm 
of those next few years. Only by the grace of God and the prayers of 
our family, friends, and Bible Fellowship class were we able to make 
it through that tumultuous time. Then in 2007, I entered end-stage 
kidney failure, so I started the difficult journey of dialysis and searching 
for a donor. We had to trust the Lord and lean on Him every day while 
I was sick, and I got very close to dying during this time. Then God 
sent us a miracle kidney through the sacrifice of a dear friend, Elaine 
Davis. Twelve people came forward and were tested to be donors, and 
Elaine was the twelfth. The doctors told us it was unheard of to have 
that many people be willing to test; we knew it was because of the 
incredible generosity of our Christian brothers and sisters. On October 
8, I celebrated my eighth kidney anniversary. This new kidney, and a 
new outlook on life, gave me the opportunity to connect out through 
service in a new way.

We first volunteered with Samaritan’s Purse by going to Boone in 2008 
to process shoeboxes. We had helped Philip pack shoeboxes at school 

for years, but never much more than that. Upon arrival, the Lord gave 
us a passion for this ministry and called us to be a part of it. It is so 
exciting to be able to work together as a couple in the same ministry. 
What impressed us so much about Samaritan’s Purse is that they are 
truly Gospel-centered, they are fiscally responsible with their donations, 
and they stay within communities and continue working instead of 
just dropping off humanitarian aid and leaving. Last year, we had the 
opportunity to go to Togo, West Africa on a shoebox distribution trip. 
Getting to personally experience giving shoeboxes, sharing the Gospel 
with the children, and observing the discipleship program being taught 
was absolutely life-changing.

We have learned so much in working with Samaritan’s Purse. We 
have become more compassionate towards others, and we have more 
empathy for those who are going through struggles. And now, as 
my kidney is declining in function, we are leaning on the Lord once 
again, and are trusting that He will be continue to be faithful. Looking 
back, it is amazing to see how God orchestrates so many aspects of 
our lives to work together for His glory. Through Michael, we were 
able to experience firsthand the many needs of orphans and children 
in poverty around the world. Operation Christmas Child offered us 
a way to love on more of those children than just the two entrusted 
to us. Through my illness, God proved to us that He is absolutely 
worthy of our complete and total trust in everything. He also allowed 
us to experience what it is like to have a great need and someone else 
selflessly meet that need. Operation Christmas Child helps meet the 
actual needs of children in poverty, both physical and spiritual. These 
children are able to see God’s love and know they can trust in Him 
for everything. Many of these children are in war-torn countries, in 
deep poverty, orphaned, and without hope. These shoebox gifts are 
a tangible expression of God’s love, and they can help fill the greatest 
need of all through sharing the Gospel with each child and impacting 
them for eternity.

Read stories of how God is working at calvarynow.com/stories  

Have a story to share? Email them to stories@calvarynow.com

/calvarynow @calvary_now @calvarynowcalvarynow.com calvaryday.school

ABSOLUTELY
WORTHY
A  S T O R Y  O F  C O M PA S S I O N

D I A N E  P L E D G E R


