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C U R R E N T  S E R M O N  S E R I E S

This Christmas season, join the Calvary family on Sunday mornings as Pastor Rob 
teaches through some of the adventures of baby Jesus. As we celebrate the arrival 
of the Messiah in our midst, we will discover that the greatest adventure of all is to 
know Him and journey through life with Him.

December 10 Escape to Egypt
December 17 Cosmic Adventures
December 24 Temple Excursion

And the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full 

of grace and truth.

HOLIDAY
SCHEDULE

CHRISTMAS EVE DECEMBER 24
Calvary Central 9:15a & 10:45a

Calvary West 11:15a

All services are family services with no preschool
programs or bible fellowship available.

NEW YEAR’S EVE DECEMBER 31
Regular morning services and activities including  

Bible Fellowship. No evening services.



DECEMBER 16 | Annual Widows Luncheon 
The Deacons are hosting Calvary’s annual luncheon to honor 
the widows within our church family on December 16 at 11:30a 
in the Calvary Central Dining Room. The  luncheon will feature 
music by the Calvary Jazz Orchestra. To RSVP, or if you have not 
received an invitation in the mail, please contact Shannan Roussel at 
336.714.5430.

DECEMBER 18 | Senior Adult Luncheon  
Please join us on Monday, December 18, at 10:30a in the Calvary 
Central Dining Room. Music will be presented by the Calvary Day 
School Lower School Chorus. Richard Hardee, Head of School at 
Calvary Day School, will be sharing his testimony. Lunch is $4.00 
per person, no reservation required. Details: 336.714.5430 (Shannan 
Roussel)

JANUARY 7 | Starting Point for Adults 
Starting Point is for those who are new to Calvary as well as 
those who have been attending for many years. N\The next class 
is January 7 at Calvary Central in the Chambers Room at 9:15a, 
led by Associate Pastor Don Schmidt. Details: calvarynow.com/
startingpoint

JANUARY 10 | Bible Studies for Women 
Are you struggling to keep it all together while feeling like you 
are never enough? Join other women just like you, as we allow 
the truth of God’s Word to transform our messy, broken lives 
and give us wholeness that we can only find in Him. Studies are 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30a at Calvary Central.  Child Care is 
available for birth to 5 years old. Details: www.calvarynow.com/
women or 336.714.5424 (Anita Hall)

Welcome 
We would like to welcome the following babies born into the 
Calvary family: Sawyer Wilkes born October 13, 2017, to Jacob & 
Kelli and big sister Reese.

DECEMBER 10 | Journey Kids Christmas Break 
Our last Journey Kids’ Worship service of the year will meet on 
December 10 and we will pick back up after the new year on 
Sunday, January 7. 

DECEMBER 17 | Candlelight Carol Sing 
Celebrate the songs of Christmas at Calvary’s annual Candlelight 
Carol Sing December 17 at 5:00p at Calvary Central. This is a 
celebration moment for the whole family, singing together the 
carols of Christmas while reading through the story of the birth 
of Christ. Preschool programs are available for newborns through 
3 years.old. 

NOW - DECEMBER 25 | Eldercare Christmas Outreach 
Did you know that we have approximately 40 homebound 
members in our Calvary family? Could you make time in 
your holiday schedule to plan a visit with one of our precious 
homebound seniors? Say “yes” by contacting Shannan Roussel 
in the Senior Adult Office at 336.714.5430 or by emailing at 
membercare@calvarynow.com. We will be happy to share a name 
as well as some ideas to help you encourage them with the love 
of Christ this season. These visits are always a blessing to all who 
participate.

DECEMBER 6 | Calvary Day School Information  
The application for the 2018-2019 school is NOW available  
online. Details: www.calvaryday.school

JANUARY 7 | Perspectives  
What is your “next?” Is it taking a course that will change 
your perspective? Perspectives can challenge you, inspire you, 
and transform you. Dynamic speakers, engaging activities, 
and intriguing reading throughout the week will deepen 
your understanding of God’s heart and awaken your desire 
to live purposefully. The class will take place on Sundays 
from 4:30p-7:30p January 7-April 29 in Dining Room B at 
Calvary Central. Childcare provided. Register now at www.
perspectives.org. Early bird discount available thru Dec.1.                     
Details: 336.745.9244 (Allison Willis).

EACH WEEK | Fitness Opportunities 
The Recreation Ministry has several fitness opportunities for 
people of all ages and abilities. For more information, contact 
Truett Williams at 336.714.5463 or twilliams@calvarynow.com or 
at calvarynow.com/recreation.

TROIKA BUSINESS MISSION TRIPS 
There will be trips to Lviv Ukraine in February, May, September, 
and December 2018. More details are available at calvarynow.com/
missions

EACH WEEK | Calvary’s Global Missions Offering 
The annual goal is $750,000. Most of the offering goes to the 
International Mission Board. We invest the remainder in our key 
partners to serve our neighbors in the nations. 

JANUARY | Calvary Day School Previews 
Interested in learning more about Calvary Day School?  
Check out the High Preview Night on Jan 8 at 7:00p.  
There will also be a Middle School Preview on Jan 22 
at 7:00p and a Kindergarten Preview on Jan 23 at 9:15a.                                                            
Register online: www.calvaryday.school/previews 

PRAY 
Please be in prayer for the mission trip to South Asia from 
December 4-14 and the Karenni trip to Burma and Thailand from 
December 2017-March 2018.

Year-End Giving 
All gifts must be received in the Business Office or postmarked 
by December 31, for 2017 contribution credit.  If giving stock 
or other assets, please contact the Business Office by mid-
December. Details: 336.659.3500
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Seventeen years ago, I traveled deep into the interior of China, up a 
mountain and to a small town. I sat on a hill at night overlooking that 
town and wondered if anyone there had ever heard the Gospel. I was 
overwhelmed with the thought of all the far-off towns and villages 
around the world that did not have the Gospel. I felt the Lord asking 
me, “will you go?” The Holy Spirit was working so deeply in my heart 
at that moment, it was as if I had no choice but to respond, “YES!”

I am Annie Burleson*. My husband Craig* and I have six children, 
and we are members of Calvary. For the last ten years, we have been 
serving as missionaries with the IMB to the 1.5 billion people of South 
Asia, one of Calvary’s new key partnerships. When we first came to 
South Asia, I prayed that we would be able to start one church. It took 
a lot of faith for me to pray that meager prayer, but I felt that if God 
answered it, He would far surpass my expectations. Let me tell you, 
He has done so much more than that!

In 2007, we began working in a country with four times the popula-
tion of America. We started by simply going out and sharing the Gos-
pel with anyone who would listen. At first, we did not get much re-
sponse. But then, we started teaching national believers how to share 
the Gospel and we would just go with them. We found that they had 
an average of a one in three response rate to the Gospel, so we began 
to throw all our efforts into strengthening these believers to share the 
Gospel, disciple others, start churches, and grow healthy churches. 

In 2011, we started working with Pastor Raj. When we first met Raj, 
his dream was to pastor a church of 1,000 people. We worked with 
him and helped him to catch a vision for starting a  church that would 
plant other churches, constantly multiplying until a movement start-
ed with exponential growth. Raj was on board, and we have been 

working alongside him for the last six years. In that time, the network 
of churches under Raj has grown from one to over one thousand. 

A lot of what we do is simple Biblical teaching and discipleship, and 
we have seen God use this in powerful ways in South Asia. For ex-
ample, one time Craig was teaching about the Great Commission to 
a group of national church planters from our network, and he asked 
them, “who is your Samaria?” There was no question in the minds 
of the Hindu-background believers in that room that their Samaria 
was the Muslims of South Asia. That day, the Holy Spirit worked in 
their hearts to tear down years of hatred and fear of Muslims and He 
filled them with a passion to share the Gospel with Muslims. Not long 
after that, a Muslim-background church was started in a state that has 
been completely resistant to the Gospel for centuries. Today, that one 
church has multiplied into several churches.

Our family is not alone. We are one part of the body of Christ part-
nered with you, our church family, to bring the gospel to South Asia. 
We want to thank you, because Calvary continues to be one of the top 
givers to the International Mission Board through the Global Mis-
sions Offering, which fully supports us on the field. You pray for us, 
you welcome us home when we are on furlough, and you come work 
with us on the field. Thank you, Calvary, for your partnership with us 
and the IMB!

*names changed for security purposes

Read stories of how God is working at calvarynow.com/stories  
Have a story to share? Email them to stories@calvarynow.com

/calvarynow @calvary_now @calvarynowcalvarynow.com calvaryday.school

Global Missions Offering

Change our world by giving to the Global Missions Offering in 
December. Calvary’s annual goal is $750,000. The majority of this 
offering goes to the International Mission Board (IMB) to meet 
physical and spiritual needs in the name of Christ around the world. 
The remainder is invested through Calvary’s key partners, including 
the North American Mission Board; these partners are impacting the 
Kingdom by planting and revitalizing churches among our neighbors 
and the nations.
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