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Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. 

HEB
11:1

Looking for a fun, safe, and enriching day 
camp for your kids this summer? Venture 
Club offers the best summer day camp 
experience through field trips, sports, 
technology, arts, and more, while being 
grounded in Biblical principles. You won’t 
find any other camp that matches our level 
of care, customer service, and fun! Register 
now at calvarynow.com/ventureclub.

Uniquely wired and wonderfully made - that’s 
YOU! Save the date for Kids Camp 2018. 
Gadgets and Gizmos is coming June 18-22 
to Central Campus and June 18-21 to West 
Campus. You don’t want to miss this week! 
Register now at calvarynow.com/kidscamp.

GLOBAL IMPACT 
CELEBRATION

APRIL 19–22
For complete information and 
schedule, visit calvarynow.com/gic



THIS MONTH | Calvary Day School Open House 
Interested in learning more about Calvary Day School? 
Attend an open house for K–12 on April 11 at 10:00a 
and our Preschool Program on April 18 at 10:00a.                                                           
Details: calvaryday.school

APRIL 8 | Calvary West Cookout 
If you are at Calvary West on April 8, don’t miss the cookout right 
after the service. There will be hamburgers, hot dogs and all the 
fixings. Bring a chair if you can and get ready to play some cornhole! 
This will be a great time for you to meet and connect with the staff 
and learn more about Calvary West.

Calvary Day School Job Openings 
Calvary Day School is always interested in identifying potential 
teacher candidates.  We are currently seeking applications for a part 
time Technology Instructor and an Upper School Principal for the 
2018-2019 school year.  Please visit calvaryday.school to apply for 
one of these positions or to be identified for future positions. CDS 
is also interested in identifying potential coaches for one of our 25+ 
sports teams. Details: rlandis@calvaryday.school or 336.714.5459 
(Rich Landis).

APRIL 25 | Cougar Open Golf Tournament 
Calling all golfers!  Cougar Open Golf Tournament will be held on 
April 25 at Oak Valley Golf Club and is open to individuals and 
groups of four.  All proceeds benefit the CDS Athletic Department. 
To register or sponsor the event: calvaryday.school/cougar-open.

APRIL 26 | Blood Drive 
You can put the power of faith into action and help save a life! 
Come donate blood on April 26 between 2:00-6:30p at the Sechrist 
building. To make an appointment, visit redcrossblood.org and key 
in sponsor code: Calvary Baptist or call the church at 336.714.5463.

THIS SUMMER | Cougar Sports Camps 
Cougar Sports Camps are now enrolling for the summer!  
Soccer, Basketball, and Volleyball camps are available.                            
Details: calvaryday.school/summer-camps

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITIES 
There are many opportunities to connect out through missions in 
the upcoming months or to pray for those who are going on a trip. 
Details: calvarynow.com/missions

APRIL 29 & MAY 6 | Starting Point for Adults 
Starting Point is for those who are new to Calvary as well as 
those who have been attending for many years. The next two 
classes are April 29 at Calvary West in Room 3304 at 9:45a led by 
Associate Pastor Ryan Showalter, and May 6 at Calvary Central 
in the Chambers Room led by Associate Pastor Don Schmidt.        
Details: calvarynow.com/startingpoint

MAY 13 | Parent Child Dedication 
The next Parent Child Dedication Service will be May 13 in all 
services. Registration and meeting required. You must register 
by May 1. Details: calvarynow.com/preschool or 336.714.5469 
(Malissa Cottrell).

TODAY | Journey Kids 
Journey Kids is a fun, exciting, and energetic worship gathering for 
kids K-5th grade. There will be lots of laughter, games, singing, and 
age-appropriate Bible stories. Come check it out at 11:15a at Calvary 
West in room 2120 and bring a friend to join you!
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Seth Conerly has informed our staff that he will be leaving Calvary to enter 
a new ministry opportunity at a church in the St. Louis metropolitan area 
as Pastor of Satellite Ministries. He will also have the opportunity to be a 
teaching pastor. Seth’s last day at Calvary will be today. We are grateful for 
Seth’s leadership in our student ministry, and for how his time at Calvary 
has prepared him for this new role. We will have a reception for Seth and 
Taylor April 8 at 4:30p in the Calvary Central lobby.
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e are the Gragg family, and 
we are an ordinary family 
who listened to a simple, 

yet extraordinary call to love our 
neighbors. Our story began in 1985 
when Mark (dad) and Jennifer 
(mom) met at a church on the 
north side of Winston-Salem where 
Mark accepted Christ as a child and 
Jennifer accepted Christ when she 
was 14. In 1986, we started dating 
and were married in 1993. We were 
living the American Dream, both 
working and living near Raleigh, 
going to church, and living mostly 
for ourselves. Starting in 2000, we 
began having children, and Jennifer 
stayed home with them. At that time, 
everything was about as nice and 
tidy as it could be. But then in 2004, 
we learned that Jennifer had cancer 
at the age of 32, and within three weeks of getting that news, Mark 
learned that he was going to lose his job in 9 months. This was probably 
the first time in our lives that we realized just how much we needed 
God.  We began to cling to scripture like Isaiah 26:3, and we started 
learning how to trust Him daily for peace. By the grace of God, after 
chemotherapy and radiation, Jennifer’s cancer was beaten, and Mark 
got transferred to Winston-Salem, back to our roots. We were thrilled 
and felt God had moved us to Winston-Salem to be near family, and 
while it was certainly a blessing to be near them, especially our fathers 
when they passed away, it became evident that God had brought us 
here to discover His heart for the nations.

We were invited to Calvary by some dear friends when we first moved 
back. We had a list of churches to visit, but once we visited Calvary, we 
never went anywhere else. We got involved teaching in the preschool 
ministry and with Love Winston-Salem. God began to open our hearts 
to the idea of missions through these opportunities, as well as through 
the Global Impact Celebration (GIC.)  While having children can 
sometimes make mission work more “difficult,” our two oldest children 
were instrumental in getting our mission work started, and later our 
younger two children happily joined us. In 2009, a large number of 
Karenni refugees from Burma came to Winston-Salem, and many 
ended up at Calvary. Our oldest children were in first and second grades 
at the time, and many Karenni children started coming to their Sunday 
morning classes. Our oldest son, Joshua, told us about these kids and 
said, “They don’t know English, but it’s amazing, because once they know 
what to do, they can do anything! We need to teach them English!” So 
our family started going to the apartment complex where many Karenni 
lived and began playing on the playground. Karenni children started 
coming out and playing with us, and their families started inviting us into 
their homes where we began building the most amazing relationships.  
We quickly became passionate about living life in community with our 
refugee friends. We wanted to join God where He was already working 
so clearly, and we began dreaming about possibilities.  

In 2014, we got the opportunity to go on a mission trip to New York to 
work with refugees alongside New Start, the Karenni mission group, 

and our dear friends, Tim and Jody 
Cross.  It was a tougher trip than we 
expected; we saw a refugee community 
with many more challenges than 
the refugee community we worked 
with here. We began to appreciate 
all of the community support from 
Calvary and from individuals who 
were seeking to help refugees in 
Winston-Salem. There are so many 
amazing and godly people working 
behind the scenes to do so much in 
God’s Kingdom.  We went on another 
mission trip to Iowa in 2015 and saw 
the same heartbreaking situations. 
That was when the Lord really 
began calling us to consider full time 
ministry. 

While on another mission trip to 
South Carolina in January 2017, 

God told us clearly that it was time to stop dreaming and considering, 
and to start moving! We began seeking to become missionaries with 
the North American Mission Board (NAMB) in the summer of 2017, 
and the partnership became official this past December. We are now 
Evangelism Catalysts, and our current assignment is right here in 
Winston-Salem, working together in partnership with the Karenni 
refugees to meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs that 
surround us. Many of our refugee friends live in the center of one of 
the 100 “lost pockets” designated by the Baptist State Convention. It 
is incredible how seamlessly the Lord orchestrated every detail of our 
journey so far; He even provided the opportunity for Mark to work part 
time at his old job, which meets our financial needs until we complete 
fundraising. Our lives have been forever changed by meeting just one 
of the many people groups from all over the world that God loves 
dearly and sent His Son to reclaim and redeem. Working with refugees 
has taught us so much. We have formed life-changing relationships, 
both for them and for us! 

If anything can be learned from us and our story, please let it be this: 
anyone can do what we are doing. Church is not made up of perfect 
people, so God does not call perfect people to ministry. Our marriage 
isn’t perfect, our kids aren’t perfect, and neither of us have a seminary 
degree or a ministry background. We are normal, broken people who 
felt called by God to something greater than ourselves, so we listened 
and took a step out in faith, and He has provided. We have submitted all 
our hopes and plans for the future to Him. We want to share the same 
amazing grace that we’ve found through Jesus with others, especially 
in the refugee community. We could never have imagined this new 
direction our lives have taken, but we are so excited for this new 
adventure. We greatly appreciate all the prayers and support of so many 
faithful partners at Calvary and beyond.  Please continue to pray for us 
as we navigate transitions with our family, as we continue to connect 
people to Christ and to community, and as we learn how to share the 
Gospel and make disciples most effectively.  We love you, Calvary, and 
we look forward to continuing this amazing journey together!
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