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NOV 30–DEC 2
Tickets available in the lobby starting November 11.

DEC 16  |  CALVARY CENTRAL

DEC 24  |  CALVARY WEST

CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION

CANDLELIGHT CAROL SING

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous 
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.

2 COR
9:11

The Global Missions Offering is a way for people at Calvary to give to 
Christ’s cause: the church. 50% of the offering goes to Calvary-direct-
ed missions and the other 50% goes to IMB-directed missions. The 
IMB (International Mission Board) is a significant parter in God’s 
Kingdom. The goal for this year’s offering is $700,000. If that goal is 
met, Calvary will give $350,000 to the IMB (their Lottie Moon fund), 
which will go entirely to thousands of IMB missionaries [(some of 
whom are Calvary members)] serving around the world. Calvary 
will use the other $350,000 to give towards various missions partner-
ships [(including the IMB)]. For a further breakdown of the Global 
Missions Offering, go to calvarynow.com/missions.

NEW SERMON SERIES STARTING NOVEMBER 11



NOVEMBER 18 | Calvary West Campus Cookout 
Bring a friend and join us after the service on Sunday, November 
18th for a Calvary West Cookout! We’ll have delicious food, 
community, fellowship, and outside games for the kids. 

NOVEMBER 19 | Senior Adult Luncheon 
This month’s senior adult luncheon will be Monday, November 19, at 
10:30a in the Calvary Central Dining Room. Lunch is $4 per person, 
no reservations required. Details: 336.714.5430 (Kara Polston).

Starting Point for Adults 
The next class will be Wednesday, November 7, at 6:00p at Central 
Campus in Room B1305 led by Associate Pastor Don Schmidt. If 
you are not able to come to the November Starting Point class, plan 
to attend on Sunday, December 16, at Calvary West in Room 3309 
at 9:45a led by Campus Pastor Ryan Showalter. Details: calvarynow.
com/startingpoint

NOVEMBER 25 | Parent Child Dedication 
Parent Child Dedication will be November 25. Register at 
calvarynow.com/preschool. For Central, contact 336.714.5481 
(Karen Malek) or for West, 336.714.5582 (Jennifer Dahmer). 
Registration and mandatory meeting required. Deadline to register 
is November 12.

DECEMBER 7 | Calvary Kids Jingle Jam 
Families of 1st-5th Graders come join our first ever Calvary Kids 
Jingle Jam! This will be in Dining Room B at 6:30p on December 
7. For more information email amabe@calvarynow.com (Ashlee 
Mabe) or vpittman@calvarynow.com (Victoria Pittman).

DECEMBER 8 | Annual Widows’ Luncheon 
The Deacons are hosting Calvary’s annual luncheon to honor the 
widows within our church family on Saturday, December 8, at 11:30a in 
the Calvary Central Dining Room. Entertainment provided by Mercy’s 
Well. Invitations will be mailed by the second week in November. RSVP 
by November 30. Details: 336.714.5430 (Kara Polston).

Women’s Bible Study Leaders Needed 
Come together in the community of God’s Word. If you are interested in 
leading a women’s Bible Study for the January-March winter semester, 
please contact: 336.714.5424 or ahall@calvarynow.com (Anita Hall).

WELCOME 
We would like to welcome the following babies born into the Calvary 
family: Ava Grace Darrow,  born September 16, 2018, to parents Josh & 
Laura and big sister Addy. Helen Rose Bonasso born October 2, 2018, 
to parents John Michael & Ashley and big sister Adela and big brothers 
Luca & Myles.

TODAY | Calvary Kids Worship 
Calvary Kids Worship is a fun, exciting, and energetic worship 
gathering for kids Preschool-5th grade at Calvary West and K-5th 
grade at Calvary Central. Come check it out at the KidMin area at West 
at 11:15a and Dining Room B at Central at 10:30a.

Calvary Kids Help Needed 
Calvary Kids Ministry is in need of volunteers If you love to have fun 
and enjoy loving on kids, we need you. Details: amabe@calvarynow.
com (Ashlee Mabe) or vpittman@calvarynow.com (Victoria Pittman).

NOW–NOVEMBER 18 | Operation Christmas Child  
It’s that time of year again! Boxes will be available in both Central and 
West lobbies to pick up and drop off once filled. Details: 336.714.5455.

CDS Veteran Recognition  
Are you a veteran that served in one of the branches of the United States 
Armed Services?  If so, we would love to honor you at Calvary Day 
School during our Veteran’s Day Chapel service.  Chapel begins at 10:00a 
on Thursday, November 8. RSVP to 336.714.5412 (Debbie Floyd).

NOVEMBER 12 | Calvary Day School Open House 
Experience all of what CDS has to offer and get your questions 
answered! School tours will also be given based on grade. November 
12 at 10:00a in The Loft. Register at calvaryday.school/open-house

NOVEMBER 14–17 | Calvary Day School Dinner Theater 
Calvary Day School high school student drama department presents 
“Rule of Three” Dessert Theater November 14-17. Tickets can be 
purchased online at ticketworx.net or at the B building welcome desk 
Mon-Fri from 8:30a-3:30p.

PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES 
Come and pray with other people for Calvary’s missionaries on 
November 27 at 9:30a and November 29 at 6:30p in the Room of 
Nations, Room A-1101. If you cannot attend, please email pray@
calvarynow.com for the list of requests to be sent to you each month.

DECEMBER 2 | Mission Revolution Sunday 
Guest preacher, Todd Ahrend, will speak on Sunday morning and 
will provide afternoon workshops about how to live with a heart 
and mind on mission from 1:00p-4:00p at Calvary Central. Register 
starting November 14 at calvarynow.com/missions for free lunch, 
free childcare, & more details.

JANUARY 8–APRIL 23 | Perspectives 
The Spring 2019 class will be held at Calvary Central on Tuesday 
evenings from 6:30-9:00p. Orientation will be on January 4 from 6:30-
8:00p. There is an Early Bird Discount for all who sign up by November 
23, and there is also a family discount. Details: kathybrehm@gmail.
com or 336.462.7738 (Kathy Brehm).

Volunteers Needed  
Once a month volunteers are needed in the Connections Cafe at Calvary 
Central: host in the cafe, urn washers, and dryers. Sundays 8:15-9:15a or 
10-11:00a. Details: dschmidts@earthlink.net (Darlene Schmidt).
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My name is Eileen Hamilton, and I am a huge believer in the power 
of prayer. I have seen how God can use it in mighty ways to further His 
kingdom and He can bring about things that are seemingly impossible. 
I was born and raised in Manhattan, New York City and I grew up in a 
staunchly Irish Catholic family. I grew up right next to Central Park in 
a nice but modest apartment with my mother, father, three older sisters, 
one older brother, and one younger brother (Irish Catholic families 
were very rarely small). We went to Mass every Sunday, we went to 
confession regularly, we did not own a Bible, let alone read it on our 
own, and we believed that attending any church other than a Catholic 
one was a mortal sin. Regardless of this fear, my mother and I attended 
a non-Catholic church one Sunday when I 
was 14 years old. 

During the service, we were afraid that 
we would be eternally condemned for 
attending this service instead of Mass. The 
church was also very anti-Catholic and 
treated us poorly. However, we are Irish, 
which meant we had our fair share of poor 
treatment but would always fight through it, 
so with that attitude engrained in my being, 
I went back to the church. I heard the Gospel 
at that church, but I did not understand 
it. Going forward in the Catholic Church 
was very different than in a Baptist 
church, so I went forward many times 
without understanding the true meaning. 
I remember someone complaining behind 
me about my continual altar calls each 
Sunday, but I had no idea I was doing 
anything wrong. That, along with several 
other difficult encounters, eventually led 
me back to the Catholic Church. 

When I was 19, I met a man I fell in 
love with and we got engaged. I ended up 
confessing to him that I had attended a 
non-Catholic church, and he demanded 
that I go to the priest and confess my great sin of attending that church. 
I did not feel right about confession as though attending a church was a 
sin, so I did not go to the priest and my fiancé and I ended up breaking 
off our engagement. Not long after that, I began to understand the 
Gospel and in 1952, I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior. While it 
was a wonderful event, it was marked by a difficult season following. 
My family, still strongly Catholic, did not understand this decision I 
had made, and my brothers and sisters were very angry with me for 
breaking from the Catholic church. Several tough years went by, and 
I found myself at the age of 26, no higher education, no beau, and no 
money, so I did the unthinkable: I enrolled in Bible college and moved 
to Philadelphia. The following four years were marked with difficulty 
and God’s goodness through it all. I had no idea how I was going to 
pay for my tuition, but every time a payment was due, God would 
provide what I needed. That season of life taught me that if you did not 
go through hard times, God would not be able to grow you and lead you 
to where He wants you to be spiritually. And I prayed, oh how I prayed 
during that time. 

During my senior year of bible college, I met John, who I fell in love 
with and married a few years later. He worked with NIKE missiles, so 

we moved every 2 months for the first few years of our marriage. We 
stayed busy with his work and raising our three children. In 1966, we 
were relocated to Winston-Salem. We moved on a Friday, and we 
attended Calvary the following Sunday, and we never left. At that time 
in its history, Calvary put a huge emphasis on prayer and had weekly 
Wednesday night prayer meetings. Those quickly became the highlight 
of my week, and John and I would take turns keeping the children so 
the other one could go and pray. There would even be all night prayer 
meetings. I vividly remember when we began praying for a bigger 
worship space. We were in a chapel at the time, and we wanted to be able 
to grow and reach more people for Christ, so we began praying for what 

God would have for us, and He provided 
the building we have now. There were 
so many other times that God answered 
prayers through the prayer ministry, but I 
cannot even begin to remember them all. 
In my own life, I began praying earnestly 
for my family to know Christ. I prayed 
and I shared with them every chance I got. 
Over the years, I was able to see my sisters, 
one of my brothers, and both of my parents 
come to Christ. My father was one of the 
last in our family to come to the Lord. He 
remained a staunch Catholic until nearly 
the end of his life, and then one of my 
sisters shared the Gospel with him one last 
time, and that time he listened. 

Catholics have their flaws, as do all 
denominations and all people, but one 
thing I am eternally grateful for is that 
growing up Catholic instilled in me the 
great importance of prayer. Even today, 
though the prayer meetings no longer 
happen, a small group of us still get 
together every Wednesday to pray for the 
church. My biggest heartache as I have 
gotten older is that prayer is no longer a 

priority. Our prayer group is getting smaller, so I have been praying for 
there to be a revival of prayer within our church body. I have also begun 
to realize that many people do not even realize we have a prayer room at 
Calvary. We have even begun calling the prayer room the church’s best 
kept secret! Obviously, prayer can happen anywhere at any time, but I 
love getting the chance to enter that quiet place so I can lift my hands up 
to the Lord in prayer and petition. Prayer is powerful, and the backbone 
of the church, and the enemy is delighted when we stop praying. It is so 
important that we literally get on our knees and cry out for the beautiful 
burden that is prayer and for a visitation of the Holy Spirit upon the 
body of Christ at Calvary. 

I look back on my life and see so much of the Lord’s goodness. I 
have been able to watch all three of my children grow up, get married, 
and now I have nine grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. My 
husband passed away on March 30, 2018, and I miss him terribly, but 
I know I will see him again. Nothing in this life is of great value except 
Jesus Christ; we are not of this world; we are just passing through. I have 
spent so much of my life talking to the Lord through prayer; oh how 
wonderful it will be to talk with Him face to face. 

ON MY KNEES, 
ARMS LIFTED

A  S T O R Y  O F  P R AY E R


