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Advent is a season to anticipate the arrival of 

Jesus coming to earth to dwell among us, with 

the ultimate goal of restoring people to God.

So let us together celebrate Jesus in our midst 

– both then and now – by accompanying 

some of the very first people to visit and 

celebrate His arrival: the Magi. As we do, 

ask God to come alongside you, preparing 

you not only to celebrate His birth, but to 

accompany you through all that life brings 

each day of the journey.

This “Jesus Is” devotional was written for Calvary by Tammy Priest, and is 
based on her book “A Star Will Rise.”

Pastor Will Toburen
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Advent calendars. Advent wreaths. 
Advent candles. The official countdown to 
Christmas is upon us! But what exactly is 
Advent?  What is this season really about?  
Well, adventus simply means “coming” or 
“arrival.” So Advent is a time for us to look 
forward to celebrating the fact that Jesus 
arrived on Earth to dwell among us.  

Yet we don’t just look forward to Christmas 
Day.  Advent is a season for us to 
intentionally prepare our hearts and our 
minds for that celebration. To marvel every 
day at the fact that God Himself arrived in 
our midst in a breathtaking new way. Not 
with a flourish of kingly power, but with 
the whimper of a babe.

It is a season to marvel also at the reason 
why He came. That the King of Kings 
arrived in our midst to show us how to 

love each other well. To show us how to 
love God well. And, ultimately, to show 
us how well He loves us: by giving His life 
to ransom and redeem every one of us, so 
that one day we can arrive to dwell in His 
glorious presence forever!

It’s really beyond anything we can 
comprehend. So we use this Advent season 
to ponder and prepare ourselves to receive 
Jesus’ humble arrival among us and His 
transforming Presence within us.

As we draw closer to Christmas, we will 
join the Magi – those first Christmas gift-
givers – on their journey, because it paints 
a vibrant and sweeping picture of all that 
Jesus came to give people two millennia 
ago, and all that He came to give each one 
of us today.

What would it look like for me to uniquely prepare my heart and 
mind to celebrate Christ’s birth this year?

What difference does it make in my life (or should it make) that one 
day I will arrive in Jesus’ presence?

WHAT IS ADVENT?

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER
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Advent season is for getting ready to celebrate that Jesus came to earth. We think about 
how He left His throne in Heaven so that He could come show us how much He loves us.

How can we get ready to 
celebrate that Jesus was born 
here on earth to come teach us 
and save us?

Set up a special place for your 
Advent cards (on a table, 
hanging on the mantel, near 
your Christmas tree, etc.) while 
talking together about three of 
your favorite things about the 
Christmas season. 
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S C R I P T U R E

D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Advent is a season for 
preparing our hearts 
and our minds to 
receive Jesus’ humble 
arrival among us 
and His transforming 
Presence within us.

In Your presence, there is fullness of joy.
Psalm 16:11 ESV
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Tales of the Magi fill Christmas cards and 
manger scenes. But the Gospels don’t really 
tell us anything about who they were. Why 
would gentile “kings of the orient” travel 
thousands of miles to worship a poor, 
newborn baby in a tiny, occupied nation? 
Actually, the reason can inspire and teach 
us even today. 

We portray the Magi as royalty. And yes, 
these ancient scientists held position and 
power, serving as advisors to the Persian 
throne. But their people (the Medes) had 
lived through incredibly painful times. Six 
hundred years before Jesus was born, the 
Medes were conquered by Persia. And as 
Persia continued its conquests, the Magi’s 
people were then folded into a biblical 
melting pot of Babylonians, exiled Jews 
and many others. Just like Israel, they 
made their way in this new empire as a 
conquered people.

Yet consider the history of God’s people 
during those years of exile: the drama 
of Esther, the furnace of fire, the den of 
lions and the visions of Daniel. The Magi’s 
people witnessed it all, passing these 
stories and prophecies down through the 
generations. So, even though those were 
painful years of exile and enemy overlords 
for both Jews and Medes, God was weaving 
it all together in His perfect timing 
according to His perfect plan.

Our first century Magi knew exactly who 
the God of Israel was because of everything 
passed down through the years of exile. 
And they understood that when Israel’s 
Messiah finally arrived, He would not come 
for the Jews alone, but for all nations and 
all people – including them.

How has God worked through difficult situations to grow you in ways 
you did not expect?

What difficult circumstances are you experiencing now that God may 
be using to prepare something good in the future for you?

THE MAGI

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER
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The Magi went through really hard times, but that’s when they learned about God. 
Sometimes God teaches us really good things even when we’re going through difficult 
times. And sometimes the things that feel bad are getting us ready for something even 
better than we can imagine.

What is something that happened 
to you that seemed like it was bad, 
but then it turned out better than 
you thought?

Play the game “Chutes and Ladders” 
(or another board game). While 
playing, talk about how life can be full 
of ups (the ladders) and downs (the 
chutes), but that God is still working 
for our good in the midst of it. 

2S C R I P T U R E

D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

God weaves everything 
together – the good 
and the bad – to create 
something beyond what 
we can imagine.

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 
the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose 
and we have come to worship him.”
Matthew 2:1-2 NIV
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A new star in the sky grabbed the attention 
of our Magi, launching their famous 
journey to Bethlehem. 

The fact that they noticed the Christmas 
star isn’t really surprising, considering that 
“royal astronomer” was actually part of 
the Magi’s job description. But how did 
these Persian stargazers know there was 
a connection between this new star and a 
newborn in little Judea? A connection so 
profound that they dropped everything to 
lead a caravan on a two-year trek across  
the desert?

The answer has to do with…a talking 
donkey. You may remember Balaam, the 
gentile soothsayer hired to curse Israel 
as they approached the Promised Land. 
On his way, he experienced the infamous 
incident where his donkey could see the 
Angel of the Lord blocking their path, 
while the “seer” could not.

Humbled and shaken, Balaam shared 
prophecies from God. They were a far 
cry from the curses he’d been hired to 
proclaim. Not only did he bless Israel, 
but he shared promises about the coming 
Messiah. And Balaam let them know that 
the royal birth announcement would be a 
brand new star rising from Israel.

Generations later, our Magi saw that 
new star in the sky and recognized it 
immediately. They knew all about Balaam’s 
prophecy because of their exiled ancestors’ 
time with Jews like Daniel, who was 
himself a Magi. And so Balaam’s words 
clicked in the Magi’s minds, forming a 
constellation between prophecies spoken 
and now fulfilled. The Messiah of all 
mankind had arrived.

Sometimes God uses someone we perceive as an enemy (like Balaam) 
to bring us good news or a word of truth and hope.

Think about a time when this has happened in your own life and 
ponder why God may have delivered the news in that way, as well as 
how you received it.

THE PROMISE

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER
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When God’s people were trying to get to the Promised Land, an enemy came to say 
discouraging things to them. But his donkey saw God’s angel in the road and it actually 
started talking out loud! The man realized that God was trying to get his attention. So, 
instead of saying bad things to the Israelites, he shared God’s promises for a Savior, and 
told them that a new star in the sky would be the signal when He was born.

Has God ever given you good 
or kind news from someone 
who you didn’t think liked 
you? What was that like?

Call or video chat with a 
family member and sing 
them a Christmas carol.

3S C R I P T U R E

D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Sometimes God uses 
unexpected people to 
encourage us with good 
news or a word of hope.

“I see him, but not now; I perceive him, but 
not near. A star will come from Jacob, and a 
scepter will arise from Israel…”
Numbers 24:17 HCSB
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“Come.”

It was Jesus’ simple, repeated invitation 
to His first disciples. But before Jesus 
called the twelve, before He could even 
pronounce the words to call them, a group 
of people did come. They came across an 
entire continent, drawn to the One who 
had come from Heaven: The Magi.

On the very first Christmas visit, the people 
who came looking for Jesus weren’t Bible 
teachers or church folk. Nor were they 
from the same culture or even the same 
country as the Savior. But that didn’t stop 
the Magi from coming. And no one turned 
them away when they finally arrived.

The same was true throughout Jesus’ 
earthly ministry – He was never one to 

check pedigrees or resumés. He welcomed 
the wealthy and the poor, the sick and the 
strong, the respected and the shunned, 
men and women, adults and children, Jews 
and gentiles. And the same is true today. 
No matter who you are, the simple call is 
the same: come and see.

So don’t let anything stop you from 
journeying toward Jesus. Not your past 
mistakes or future fears. Not your level 
of learning or how you make your living. 
Not your culture or your creed. Just join 
the Magi on a new adventure, all while 
keeping the true destination in focus. 
Not a tree or presents or even a beautiful 
candlelight church service. But the very 
Christ Himself.

Come and see! 

Have you ever felt that something about your life has made it 
impossible or inappropriate to approach Jesus? 

Consider all the different people that Jesus welcomed and embraced, 
and what that means for you.

THE CALL

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER
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The Magi were from a faraway place and from a people that didn’t worship God. But when 
the Magi realized that Jesus had come to earth, they wanted to know Him and worship 
Him, too. Years later, when Jesus was grown up and was teaching everyone, He invited all 
different kinds of people to come see Him and know Him.

Do you think Jesus is calling 
you to come to Him?

Take a few minutes to look up 
Christmas traditions in another part 
of the world and talk about how they 
are similar or different from your 
traditions. Perhaps try your hand at 
making a recipe or traditional craft 
from there together.

4S C R I P T U R E

D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

No matter who you are, 
Jesus’ simple call is the 
same: “Come and see.”

“Come and see…”
John 1:39 NLT
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Whether it’s God’s biblical scepter of 
righteousness or Hollywood’s bejeweled 
staff, kings always seem to carry a big stick. 
And the promised Messiah – the eternal 
King in human flesh – would be  
no different. 

The brilliant new star in the sky announced 
that royalty was rising from Israel. But 
this royalty would be so much more than 
any human king. And Balaam’s prophecy 
shared glimpses of what this King would 
look like, who He would be, what He 
would do. 

Certainly, calling Him a scepter pointed to 
the royal authority Jesus would wield. But 
this Hebrew word is also the very same one 
used for the rod that comforts David in 
Psalm 23. A reminder that the eternal King 
who would come to reign with the fiercest 

righteousness would also shepherd with 
the kindest tenderness.

And the lengths to which the King would 
go in order to express that righteousness 
and tenderness could be found in the 
scepter itself. Because the Hebrew word for 
the rising scepter and the comforting rod is 
literally branch.

The scepter Balaam foretold would be a 
branch. The Branch. The branch from the 
stump of Jesse. The incarnate offshoot of 
the Divine Trinity. 

One day, that newly-born, rising, ruling 
Branch would choose to attach Himself 
to a different tree. Extending His own 
righteousness to each of us. And then He 
would rise once more. 

What does it mean to you to have an all-powerful, eternal King who 
chose to leave the power and safety of His throne, and lay down His 
life to bring you eternal peace?

THE SCEPTER

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER
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God’s promise was that the Christmas star would let people know that a King’s royal 
scepter was rising from Israel. He was talking about Jesus. The Bible word for “scepter” is 
actually the same word for the shepherd’s rod in Psalm 23 that comforted David. God was 
letting us know that our Messiah would be a powerful King who was also kind and would 
guide us and care for us.

What do you think about the 
fact that we have a King in 
heaven who is all-powerful 
but also all-loving and kind?

Make a “thank you” card for 
your mail carrier or delivery 
person and have everyone in 
the family sign it. You might 
even include a special treat or 
gift for them.

5S C R I P T U R E

D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Our eternal King 
reigns with the fiercest 
righteousness and 
shepherds with the 
kindest tenderness.

“…A star will come from Jacob,
and a scepter will arise from Israel.…”
Numbers 24:17 HCSB
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Balaam’s prophecy was outlandish. This 
band of Hebrews, a nation born out of 
slavery and living as nomads, would 
produce the King of all humanity! Who 
could have imagined it? Actually, Jacob did 
– two hundred and fifty years earlier.

As Jacob lay on his deathbed, the twelve 
tribes didn’t exist. There were just twelve 
sons and their families preparing to grieve. 
Jacob spoke blessing over his family that 
day, looking beyond them to the larger 
plan for the people of God and, ultimately, 
the entire world. Jacob proclaimed that the 
family of his third son, Judah, would wield 
authority over them all. And for how long? 
Well, until Shiloh comes.

People can’t agree on exactly how to 
translate this verse. Shiloh could mean 
“tribute to him.” Or “that to which belongs 
to him.” It could refer to the biblical city 

that was home to the ancient Tabernacle. 
It could also, according to Jewish teaching, 
refer to the Messiah Himself.

In truth, all of these definitions point to 
the Christ: the One from Judah to whom 
all tribute will ultimately be given; the One 
who will one day wield the eternal scepter 
belonging to Him alone; the One who 
became the Tabernacle made flesh. The 
Messiah, among us.

Jacob’s messianic blessing and Balaam’s 
outlandish promise carried God’s people 
through millennia of trials and victories. 
Their words also spoke hope for all 
humanity. So when our Magi saw the 
new star rising over Israel, they knew the 
scepter had been handed down. The King 
had finally arrived.

Sometimes God’s promises seem impossible, given the current 
circumstances. Reflect on some of God’s promises that He has spoken 
to sustain or energize you during this season of life.

THE RISING RULER

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER
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When Joseph and his brothers were living in Egypt, their father (Jacob) blessed them and 
said that one day a king would come from their family. Not just a king for their people, but 
for the whole world. Almost 2000 years later, Jesus was born. That was a long time to wait 
on that promise, but it encouraged them through hard times and happy times.

Is it hard to wait a long time 
for a special promise to be 
answered? What can you 
learn while you’re waiting?

Go outside together after 
nightfall and look up at the 
sky. For every star you can 
see, name a promise of God.

6S C R I P T U R E

D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

The promise of the 
coming Messiah – the 
eternal King – sustained 
God’s people through 
trials and spoke hope 
for all humanity.

“The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor 
the staff from between his feet, until Shiloh 
comes and the allegiance of the nations is his.”
Genesis 49:10 BSB
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God certainly loves stars. He placed a 
multitude of them in the sky to awe us 
and to guide our way through the night. 
He also used them to make outrageous 
promises to His children.

Time and again, God promised aging, 
childless Abraham that his descendants 
would number the stars. Five hundred 
years later, about two million Israelites 
crossed the Jordan into the Promised 
Land! The promise of many stars had most 
definitely been fulfilled.

But what about the promise of the one star? 
What could Balaam’s prophecy mean? He 
foretold that the star would rise. But it’s 
more than that; throughout Scripture, this 
Hebrew word also means to tread, to guide, 
to lead and to thresh.

Certainly these sound more like the 
actions of a powerful person than a ball of 
fire rising from the dirt of the Promised 
Land. The truth is, it is both. Because the 
symbolic meaning of this Hebrew word for 
star is prince. And not just any prince; the 
messianic prince.

In His infinite grace and wisdom, God gave 
Balaam a prophecy that was both literal 
and figurative. Perhaps that way, no one 
would miss it. 

And so, when the time was full, God put 
a blazing star in the sky to light the Magi’s 
way to the one true Light of the World: the 
Messianic King who would tread the earth 
to guide, to rise, and ultimately, to rule.

What would it be like if God sent a star to guide your way to 
something you’ve been looking for? 

How do you think He may be working to guide you to something 
right now?

THE STARS

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER
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God uses stars to make lots of amazing promises to us. In His promise about the 
Christmas star, He used a special word that also means “the savior prince.” So when the 
Christmas star rose over Bethlehem, it got people’s attention and let them know it would 
light their way to the true light of the whole world: Jesus.

What would it be like if God 
sent a star to guide your way to 
something you’ve been looking 
for? How do you think that 
made the Magi feel when they 
saw the Christmas star?

Make or draw 10-12 stars and 
have one person hide them 
around your home. Go on 
a star hunt and see who can 
find the most hidden stars! 
(Save your stars – you’ll need 
them again on day 16!)

7S C R I P T U R E

D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

Then the LORD took Abram outside and 
said to him, “Look up into the sky and 
count the stars if you can. That’s how many 
descendants you will have!”
Genesis 15:5 NLT

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

All of God’s promises 
are given to light our 
way to the one true 
Light of the World.
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Are you feeling exiled from someone or some place, or even from 
God? Are there ways God may be using this time to draw you closer to 
Him, and maybe bring others closer to Him along with you?

THE EXILE

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

Balaam’s promise of the rising star did not 
remain cloistered in the desert, known only 
to the Israelites. Instead, Balaam returned 
to his homeland in Babylon, carrying the 
promises with him. A few hundred years 
later, something else was carried off to 
Babylon: the nation of Israel.

There is no question that the exile was a 
painful, devastating season. Sometimes, 
as it was then with the Israelites, exile 
from God’s blessing is the result of our 
own disobedience. At other times, we feel 
dragged into exile because we’ve been hit 
by the wake of someone else’s sin. And 
sometimes, even with God right beside 
us, it feels like we’re in exile when we 
experience the harsh realities of life in a 
fallen world.

But even in the midst of pain or 
punishment, God uses people who 

are dedicated to Him to accomplish 
amazing things. Just think of the powerful 
testimonies of Esther and Daniel, and of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, during 
the years of exile in Babylon.

In fact, it was during the exile that God 
made His famous promise through 
Jeremiah. A promise that He had plans for 
them, that He hadn’t forgotten them. A 
promise that He had plans for their future, 
plans for hope. That future included the 
exiles’ return home, and that hope included 
the coming Messiah.

The truth is that God spoke some of the 
greatest promises and prophecies through 
people living in the midst of pain. He 
can speak just as powerfully and just as 
tenderly in the midst of yours. 
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8
D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

God spoke some of 
His greatest promises 
to people who were in 
great pain. He speaks  
as powerfully and 
tenderly to you in the 
midst of yours.
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Sometimes life is really hard, for lots of different reasons. Sometimes we mess up. 
Sometimes other people mess up and their actions hurt us. Sometimes it’s nobody’s fault, 
but life is just hard. God usually has really important things to teach us or show us about 
His love and His power during those times.

Do you feel far away from 
someone or from God right now 
because of something that has 
hurt you? How could you ask 
God to help you?

Light a candle and pray together for 
people you know who are hurting, 
and thank God for being the Light 
of the world. Create a “candle” using 
an empty paper tube with yellow and orange 
construction/tissue paper coming out of the 
top; keep it out as a reminder to continue 
praying for those people.

S C R I P T U R E
For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the LORD, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.
Jeremiah 29:11 NIV

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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What is your occupation? Your passion? Your gifts? Whatever your job 
or role or gift is, it has been given to you from God with something 
very special in mind. How can you experience Him in the midst of it 
and use it to bless others?

THE MOMENT

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

Balaam’s prophecy confirmed Jacob’s 
blessing of Judah and identified a tangible 
sign – the star – to let people know when 
the Messiah had arrived. But it seems that 
no one in Israel recognized the sign, because 
it took inquiring foreigners to prompt an 
inquiry among Jesus’ own people.

Perhaps God put the Christmas star in the 
sky where only Persians could see it. Maybe 
people in Israel saw the star, but chose to 
ignore it since God warned them not to 
worship the stars. Or maybe, weary and 
beaten down by countless occupiers and 
overlords, Israel had given up looking for 
the sign. 

But the Magi simply could not disregard 
this star. They were astronomers, after all. 
They spent their lives studying the night 
sky. The Magi were therefore in the perfect 

place to recognize Balaam’s promised sign: 
the rising star from Israel. 

The Magi’s daily grind suddenly became 
the means through which God gave them 
their greatest gift. He placed this group 
of royal, prophecy-believing astronomers 
in Persia for a specific, divine purpose: to 
greet His Son, the Messiah, who had come 
to save His people. All people. 

The Magi’s moment is such a powerful 
reminder that God speaks to each of us in 
ways that we uniquely understand. For the 
Magi, it was the stars. 

Their hearts must have raced as they 
connected the brilliant new star with 
Balaam’s prophecy. And they must have 
known at the depths of their souls that they 
had been prepared for such a time as this.
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9
D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

God speaks to each of 
us in ways we uniquely 
understand – through 
our jobs, our talents, 
our interests – to 
worship Him and 
encourage others.
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God gives all of us special talents and jobs and things that we love to do. Part of the Magi’s 
actual job was to study the stars. So God showed them the miracle star while they were 
just doing their regular job! God wants us to use the things we do every day to celebrate 
Him and show Him to other people.

How can you use the 
things you do every day to 
celebrate God?

Celebrate and honor God 
by doing a household chore 
you don’t normally do, or by 
offering to do someone else’s 
chore for them.

S C R I P T U R E
“Who knows, perhaps you have come to 
your royal position for such a time as this.”
Esther 4:14 HCSB

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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Have you experienced a miracle? Do you feel in need of one? What 
did – or would – that miracle accomplish? Be on the lookout for how 
God may be working in your circumstances, revealing His perfect 
power, plan and love for you.

THE MIRACLE

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

There are a multitude of theories about the 
Christmas star. Among the most popular: 
planets aligning, comets traveling through, 
and supernovas exploding. 

But this star did things that ordinary 
stars and comets cannot. It stopped and it 
started. It moved in different directions. It 
hovered over a single house in Bethlehem. 
This was no ordinary star.

Clearly, the Christmas star didn’t fit into 
any of the Persian astronomers’ books or 
charts. Its behavior was completely outside 
the realm of the everyday cosmic pattern. 
In other words, it was a miracle. 

When we study God’s miracles throughout 
Scripture, it becomes evident that they 
always have a purpose, a dual purpose, 

really. They meet an overwhelming, 
tangible need. And, in meeting that deep 
need in a supernatural way, the miracle in 
turn brings glory to the Miracle Maker.

All of Jesus’ miracles would later cry out, 
“Look at Me! I can meet any need – beyond 
what you can even begin to imagine! So 
seek me with all you’ve got: your mind, 
your heart, your strength and your soul.” 

And that’s exactly what the Magi did 
in response to the miracle star. Their 
stargazing minds stirred up their hearts 
and their strength to pursue the only One 
who could satisfy their souls. 
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D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

God’s miracles meet our 
tangible, overwhelming 
needs – and in doing  
so, point hearts and 
minds toward the 
Miracle Maker.
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The Christmas star did amazing things! It stopped and started; it changed directions; it 
even hovered right over Jesus’ house! This wasn’t a regular star, it was a miracle from God 
to lead the Magi to Jesus. God uses miracles to help people and to lead people to Him.

What is a miracle? What is 
one of your favorite miracles 
that Jesus did for people?

Meet someone else’s need 
by doing a random act of 
kindness together.  Need some 
ideas? Take laundry detergent 
and quarters to a laundromat, 
leave money in a vending 
machine, rake leaves for a 
neighbor…the list is endless!

S C R I P T U R E
Seeing this miracle that Jesus had 
performed, the people there said, 
“Surely this is the Prophet who was to 
come into the world!”
John 6:14 GNT

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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Do you tend to give God the best off the top of your time, your 
resources and your gifts – or does He get the leftovers? Ponder what 
that may say about where your treasure is, and what changes you 
could make to give – and receive – a greater treasure. 

THE BEST

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

Armed with their stargazing skill and 
great expectations, the Magi set off after 
the Christmas star. While no one really 
knows how many Magi there were or how 
many people accompanied them, we do 
know that they brought three gifts. Three 
gifts that spoke profound truths about the 
newborn’s future.

Now, the Magi probably didn’t choose 
those gifts with specific messianic 
foreknowledge. But we know that God 
speaks and acts through people to proclaim 
and accomplish things of which they aren’t 
even aware.

For example, Joseph wasn’t trying to fulfill 
prophecy when he packed up his pregnant 
wife and rode to Bethlehem; he was simply 
following orders from Rome. Later, the 

Roman solders didn’t know they were 
fulfilling Jewish prophecy when they cast 
lots for Jesus’ clothes; they just wanted 
some loot.

In the same way, the Magi probably didn’t 
choose their gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh to paint a picture of Jesus’ life. 
They were simply compelled to bring 
the long-awaited King the most valuable 
gifts they could possibly offer. And that is 
exactly what God asks of us: not necessarily 
to understand, but in obedience to give 
Him our very best.

The Magi’s determination to bring Jesus 
their very best opened the way for them 
to receive an even greater treasure, the 
most valuable treasure of all: a personal 
relationship with the Lord of Heaven.
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D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

The Magi’s determination 
to bring Jesus their 
greatest treasures 
opened the way for 
them to receive the most 
valuable treasure of all: 
a personal relationship 
with the Lord of Heaven.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

The Magi wrapped up the most valuable presents their country had and packed them up 
to take to baby Jesus. They had no idea that gold and frankincense and myrrh would tell 
a story about Jesus’ life. (We’ll talk about that in the next couple of days.) What they did 
know is they wanted to give Jesus the greatest treasures they could bring, because they 
knew He would be the greatest treasure they could ever find.

What is the difference 
between giving God the best 
and giving Him leftovers? 
What kinds of ways could you 
give God your very best?

Imagine you have been asked 
to design new wrapping paper 
for Christmas! Come up with 
a fancy design as a family, 
or have each person create 
their own and share all your 
different ideas.

S C R I P T U R E
“The place where your treasure is, is 
the place you will most want to be, and 
end up being.”
Matthew 6:21 The Message

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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Have you crowned Jesus as King in your heart and your mind? What 
does that look like in everyday life? Does He reign in your thoughts 
and words and actions?

THE KING

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

Gold. Throughout history, people have 
bestowed this treasure on royalty as an 
expression of honor and submission. It was 
only fitting, then, that the Magi chose to 
present gold to Jesus. They knew He would 
not only be King of the Jews, but also the 
King of all the nations. Their King. 

It made no difference to them that the 
Messiah sat in a highchair rather than 
on a throne. Because the Magi came in 
recognition of Jesus’ ultimate kingship, 
just as Samuel anointed David as king 
twenty years before he would assume 
the throne. Jesus didn’t have to earn His 
authority or grow into His kingship. He 
was born to reign.

Incredibly, recognizing Jesus’ kingship was 
actually part of the Magi’s job description. 

Because, in addition to serving as royal 
astronomers, the Magi were kingmakers. 
Literally. No one received the throne in 
Persia without first being approved, and 
then crowned, by Magi. So when they 
sought out the newborn Messiah, our 
Magi came armed with their authority as 
kingmakers. 

In doing so, these Persians placed an 
official, Gentile seal of approval on Jesus. 
They presented their gift of gold to Him, 
acknowledging that He was, indeed, 
the King. King of the nation that hadn’t 
noticed His birth. King of the earth that 
was created by His unseen Hand. And King 
of the entire world that would one day be 
rescued by His outstretched arms.
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D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Jesus didn’t have to 
earn His authority or 
grow into His kingship. 
He was born to reign.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

People used to bring gifts of gold to kings. It was a way to show their honor to the throne. 
That’s why the Magi gave gold to Jesus: they knew He was their King, too! This was really 
amazing, because they weren’t part of God’s people, but they’d learned that a Savior King 
was coming for the whole world.

If you could give any gift to 
King Jesus, what would it be 
and why?

Have a family gift wrapping 
contest and see who can wrap 
a gift the fastest, wrap the most 
in three minutes, wrap most 
neatly, etc. Feel free to put your 
own spin on the contest!

S C R I P T U R E
Then they opened their treasures 
and presented Him with gifts: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.
Matthew 2:11b HCSB

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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Jesus, our Great High Priest, intercedes on your behalf in heaven at the 
right hand of God. Picture this taking place. What and how does this 
speak to your heart and mind today?

THE PRIEST

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

The aroma of frankincense permeated the 
Temple day and night. It was the primary 
ingredient in God’s holy incense. And at 
God’s command, priests kept it burning 
outside the Holy of Holies at all times. 
They sprinkled it on bread and on grain 
offerings. Frankincense was the aroma of 
the priesthood. 

The Old Testament priests served to 
bridge the gap between man and God in 
everything they did. And so the Magi’s gift 
of frankincense clearly pointed to Jesus’ 
priestly role. Indeed, throughout His entire 
life, Jesus encouraged and challenged 
people to turn their hearts to God, closing 
the gap between them. On the Cross, 
Jesus performed the ultimate priestly duty, 
offering a perfect sacrifice – Himself – to 
pay the price for people’s sin.

Yet frankincense is more than just priestly. 
It is medicinal. It has been used throughout 
history to treat everything from tumors to 
laryngitis to leprosy.

When we examine Jesus’ life, we can 
see that He was literally the living 
frankincense: His life continually rose in a 
pleasing aroma to His Father as He worked 
spiritual and physical healing on earth. His 
touch and His words restored the leper, 
gave voice to the mute, and even brought 
the dead back to life.

When the Magi bestowed their gift of 
fragrant, medicinal frankincense, they 
surely could not have imagined that Jesus 
would one day cure death itself. Yet He did. 
And now, our Great High Priest continues 
to minister on our behalf from on high, as 
the aroma of His victory fills the heavens.
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D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Jesus’ life continually 
rose in a pleasing  
aroma to His Father as 
He worked spiritual and 
physical healing  
on earth.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

Before Jesus, God’s priests used frankincense a lot. It smells really good, and God 
told them to burn it in the Temple like a candle, and also to sprinkle it on some of the 
offerings. Frankincense was also used to heal people of sicknesses. So when the Magi gave 
frankincense to Jesus, it was pointing to Jesus being our Great High Priest, who bridges 
the gap between us and God, and that He can heal even death!

What are some ways that 
Jesus turned people’s hearts 
toward God?

Bake some Christmas cookies 
or other treats and share them 
with medical workers or public 
servants in your community.

S C R I P T U R E
Jesus went throughout Galilee…
healing every disease and sickness 
among the people.
Matthew 4:23 NIV

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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Holy anointing oil. God gave a detailed 
recipe for it, and the main ingredient was 
incredibly valuable, pure liquid myrrh. 
When our Magi arrived on Jesus’ doorstep 
in Bethlehem, they bestowed this precious 
gift of anointing to the young Messiah. 

To what did the Magi anoint young 
Jesus? Given along with their gold, myrrh 
anointed Jesus as King. Coupled with the 
frankincense, myrrh anointed Jesus as 
Priest. But this gift of myrrh didn’t just 
accentuate the Magi’s other gifts. As an 
ancient embalming agent, the myrrh also 
anointed Jesus as the Sacrifice. The King of 
Kings and Priest of Priests was born to die. 

It’s only fitting that myrrh tastes bitter, 
because Jesus’ earthly mission was a bitter 
pill to swallow. No one can deny that 
as He walked the earth, Jesus tasted the 
bitterness of life in a fallen world. The 

attacks of religious leaders. Judas’ betrayal. 
Peter’s denial. Ultimately, Jesus tasted the 
bitterness of death on a Cross.

Yet, while myrrh tastes bitter, it smells 
magnificent. We find it in scripture as a 
perfume and a deodorant. Its sweet aroma 
is what made myrrh an ideal substance for 
embalming: it covered the smell of decay.

These opposing qualities of myrrh paint 
a full picture of the Messiah. Despite 
the bitterness of His earthly mission, 
Jesus’ perfect, obedient life continually 
rose in a pleasing aroma to His Father. 
And ultimately, Jesus did not just cover 
the stench of death, but took it away 
completely. The bitterness of death is no 
more for those filled and covered with the 
aroma of Christ.

Have you ever thought about what it may have been like for Jesus to 
walk through His earthly ministry knowing how it would culminate?

What does that say to you about His determination to rescue and 
redeem you? 

THE SACRIFICE

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

28



In Bible times, when people got ready to do a special job for God, people would anoint 
them with some special oil and pray for them. That oil was made with a spice called 
myrrh. Since myrrh smells good, it was also used to wrap people after they died, before 
they were buried. When the Magi gave myrrh to Jesus, they were anointing Him for the 
special job He was going to do one day: die on the Cross for all of us. 

Has someone ever given you 
a special job at home or at 
school or at church? Did they 
do anything special to get  
you ready?

Think of someone who does 
a job that often goes unseen. 
Write them a Christmas card, 
letting them know they are 
appreciated, and share the joy 
found in Jesus at Christmas.

14S C R I P T U R E

D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes…Taking Jesus’ body, the two 
of them wrapped it, with the spices, in 
strips of linen...
John 19:39-40 NIV

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

The bitterness of death 
is no more for those 
filled and covered with 
the aroma of Christ.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional 29



What does it mean to you that the Magi’s gifts of King, Priest and 
Sacrifice had been joined together since the days in the desert 
wilderness? 

What would it look like to live in a way that your life rises in a pleasing 
aroma that testifies to the work of Christ?

THE AROMA

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

Long before the Magi brought gold, 
frankincense and myrrh to Jesus, there 
was a sacred place where their gifts 
mingled together. These powerful symbols 
of King, Priest and Sacrifice were actually 
joined together all the way back in the 
days of wilderness wandering, inside the 
ancient sanctuary.

A small golden table sat just outside the 
Holy of Holies; an altar from which God’s 
holy incense, with its frankincense and 
myrrh, rose in a pleasing aroma. Day and 
night, for 1500 years before Jesus set foot 
on the soil He created, the fragrance of our 
Priest and Sacrifice continually rose from 
that golden “throne,” permeating every 
inch of the sanctuary.

But the foreshadowing didn’t stop there. 
Because on one day each year – the Day of 

Atonement – the high priest carried that 
incense inside the veil. Into that forbidden 
place where God’s glory rested above the 
Mercy Seat. In that most holy place, the 
smoky incense shielded the high priest 
from God’s Presence while he sprinkled the 
atoning blood of a perfect lamb. 

This holy moment painted a powerful 
picture of the way Jesus would one day 
cover us, so that we each might step freely 
into God’s Presence. A prophetic picture 
of the One who was gold and frankincense 
and myrrh all together. The perfect Lamb 
whose blood would make atonement for all 
humanity, forever. Now the King and the 
Priest and the Sacrifice are eternally joined, 
reigning and ministering and atoning for 
us all.

30



15
D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

As God’s people 
wandered and 
wondered, the Magi’s 
gifts mingled together 
every day in the 
sanctuary as a promise 
of the coming King, 
Priest and Sacrifice.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

Starting back when God’s people were wandering in the desert, He told them to burn 
incense on a golden table inside the sanctuary. The incense had frankincense and myrrh 
in it. So for more than a thousand years before the Magi brought Jesus their presents, 
people could see and smell those gifts when they worshipped God. And even though they 
didn’t realize it yet, that gold and frankincense and myrrh pointed to the promise of Jesus 
every single day! 

S C R I P T U R E
“You shall make an altar on which to 
burn incense…overlay it with pure gold…
put it in front of the veil…in front of the 
mercy seat…where I will meet with you.”
Exodus 30:1,3,6 ESV 

What is something that could 
remind you every day that 
Jesus is with you all the time?

Together, gather supplies to 
make a stovetop potpourri: 
cinnamon sticks and other 
fall scents like orange slices, 
cloves, vanilla, cranberries, etc. 
Simmer them together in a pot 
of water and fill your home 
with a Christmas aroma!

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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Are you going through a time of confusion or questioning?  
What would asking for help look like?

THE SETBACK

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

The star must have flickered. For nearly 
two years, the Magi faithfully followed the 
Messiah’s light. But then, just as they were 
making their final approach, the star seems 
to have vanished. And instead of heading 
straight to Bethlehem, they stopped in 
Jerusalem to ask for directions.

What went through their minds? 
Confusion? Frustration? Anger? Had 
the whole journey been for naught? 
Sometimes, we are so sure God has led us 
to a certain path: a new job, a new ministry, 
a new direction. And then things seem to 
fall apart.

Some of the most well-known journeys 
included seasons of disillusionment. God 
promised Abraham countless descendants, 
yet he found himself trudging up Mt. 
Moriah with instructions to sacrifice his 

only son. Joseph had prophetic dreams 
about God’s plans for him, yet he was sold 
into slavery and unjustly imprisoned. And 
the man people believed to be the Messiah 
was crucified and buried in a tomb. 

“Lord, where are you?” “Did I 
misunderstand you?” “Why have you 
abandoned me?”

Yet think of how each of these stories 
ended. God Himself provided a substitute 
for Isaac on the altar. Joseph went on to 
save an entire nation from famine. And 
Jesus’ atoning death culminated in His 
resurrection, rescuing all humanity from 
eternal death.

What, then should we do in life’s inevitable 
seasons of confusion? Exactly what the 
Magi did: ask for help.
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D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Some of the most 
well-known journeys 
included seasons of 
disillusionment. When 
that happens to us,  
we can follow the  
Magi’s example and  
ask for help.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

The Magi had almost reached Jesus when they had to stop and ask for directions. For some 
reason, they couldn’t see their guiding star anymore. Sometimes even when we’re doing the 
right thing, we need to ask people for help. That’s what the Magi did, and so can we!

S C R I P T U R E
…wise men from the east arrived 
unexpectedly in Jerusalem, saying, 
“Where is He who has been born King 
of the Jews?”
Matthew 2:1-2 HCSB

Have you ever gotten lost 
when you thought you were 
going the right way? How did 
you feel? What happened?

Have an adult get your 
stars from Day 7 (or make 
new ones) and hide them 
somewhere in the house. 
Give clues about where each 
star is hidden. As the family 
searches for each star, talk 
about whether the clues led 
you there easily, or if you got 
lost along the way. 

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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Is there an emptiness or ache in your soul? How are you trying 
to fill it? 

THE HOUSE OF BREAD

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

When the Magi stopped in Jerusalem 
for directions to the newborn King, they 
received a unanimous response from the 
priests and the scribes. Bethlehem, the 
birthplace of David, was to be the Messiah’s 
birthplace, as well. Their evidence: the 
words of Micah the prophet, spoken four 
hundred years earlier.

God had big plans for little Bethlehem. 
Plans that would redeem the sorrow that 
marked the small town where young 
Rachel had died. Eight generations later, 
on the other side of Egypt and the Exodus, 
Bethlehem’s elders would pronounce honor 
upon future generations of an unlikely 
couple: Boaz and Ruth; a descendant of 
Judah and convert from Moab. 

Honor most certainly came to their family 
and to Bethlehem when it became known 
as the birthplace of their great-grandson, 

the beloved King David. But then, five 
hundred years later, the prophet Micah 
foretold an even greater blessing for their 
descendants and for Bethlehem: the birth 
of the everlasting King.

In Hebrew, that everlasting King’s small-
town birthplace literally means house of 
bread. Profoundly, that Bethlehem-born 
Messiah would one day announce that  
He was the Bread of Life. One who  
would nourish not our bodies, but our 
eternal souls. 

And so, as the first-century Magi set off 
down the road from Jerusalem, they began 
their final approach. Their hearts and 
minds and steps seeking the One born 
in the House of Bread. The Bread of Life 
Himself. Who had come from heaven to 
nourish our the souls of all humanity.
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D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

The Bread of Life was 
born in Bethlehem, the 
House of Bread, to come 
nourish our souls.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

God let the people know that someday the Savior would be born in Bethlehem. That’s how 
the people in Jerusalem knew where to send the Magi when they came looking for Jesus. 
The amazing thing is that Bethlehem means “House of Bread,” and Jesus said that He was 
the Bread of Life. So the Bread of Life was born in the House of Bread! Jesus is the Bread 
that feeds our souls forever.

S C R I P T U R E
“Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are small 
among the clans of Judah; One will come 
from you to be ruler over Israel for Me. His 
origin is from antiquity, from eternity.”
Micah 5:2 HCSB

What does it mean that Jesus 
is the Bread of Life? How does 
He nourish us?

Talk about your family’s 
favorite Christmas desserts. 
Choose one and write a list of 
the ingredients; plan to make 
it together this weekend.

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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What are some practical things you can do to seek the Light and Face 
of Jesus in the midst of the distractions of the Christmas season? 

THE BLINDED

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

“Where is He?” The Magi asked. Surely 
all of Judea was abuzz. The long-awaited 
Messiah had arrived to restore David’s 
throne! Perhaps the boy had already been 
brought to Jerusalem, where He could 
grow up in the shadow of the Temple as He 
prepared to reign.

Unfortunately, the Magi found that this 
was not the reality. It seems astounding 
that the Messiah, the very Son of the Most 
High God, was living in the midst of His 
own people, and no one noticed. God’s 
brilliant star led a caravan of gentiles across 
a continent, but the Light wasn’t even 
noticed by the ones who should have been 
waiting the most expectantly. 

Yet, we are really not so different today. 
Walking through this season of lights, it 
has become increasingly easy to become 

oblivious to the Light. People often sing 
carols they don’t really believe. Others 
dutifully attend churches they don’t usually 
support. And sadly, just like in first century 
Judea, many recite words without knowing 
the Word.

With all this talk of Jesus on the outside, it 
is still entirely possible to not invite Him 
inside. Even people who believe in Jesus 
can get so filled up with the festivities that 
we become emptied of our faith.

And so, as we draw ever closer to 
Christmas, let us not become so satisfied 
with the outward celebration that we 
completely miss His Presence on the inside. 
Instead, let us, like the Magi, seek His Light 
and His Face above all else.
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D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

As we walk through this 
season of lights, let us 
not overlook the Light. 

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

When Jesus was born, most of God’s people didn’t realize it until the Magi came to Israel 
and asked to find Him. Even today, people sometimes know all about Jesus but they don’t 
try to find Him and know Him. 

S C R I P T U R E
Herod brought together the chief 
priests and the teachers of the Law of 
Moses and asked them, “Where will the 
Messiah be born?”
Matthew 2:4 CEV

What do you think is the 
difference between knowing 
about Jesus and knowing Jesus?

Ride in the car or walk down 
the street and enjoy some 
Christmas lights together, 
remembering that Jesus is the 
Light of the world.

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

37



Are we sometimes more concerned with looking worthy to worship, 
rather than simply worshipping the One who is worthy of worship?

Do we need to be worthy in order to worship Jesus? Can we ever be?

THE WORSHIPPERS 

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

What a scene it must have been when 
the Magi and their entourage arrived 
in Bethlehem! The caravan of wealthy 
Persians assembled at the carpenter’s 
home, bowed down before his toddler, and 
unloaded a pile of riches at the boy’s feet. 
What must the neighbors have thought?

For that matter, what were the Magi 
thinking? Why didn’t they wait to bestow 
gifts until the King was older and in 
a position to reward them for their 
allegiance? The answer is pure and simple. 
The Magi knew this wasn’t about them at 
all. It did not matter one iota whether this 
little One – fully God and fully boy – was 
in a position to do anything for them. The 
Magi worshipped Jesus simply because of 
who He was, and they absolutely couldn’t 
wait to do it.

True worship is simply acknowledging 
who God is and celebrating Him for it. The 
reality is that, no matter how beautifully 
we sing or sacrificially we give, appearing 
or sounding worshipful is meaningless to 
God if it doesn’t come from an overflow of 
personal adoration for Him. Pure worship 
is to acknowledge that God is the greatest 
treasure there is, and then to place our 
hearts and our lives into His Hands. 

The Magi had no idea when Jesus would 
rule or if they would be around to see it. 
What they did know was that this child 
was the long-awaited Messiah, and they 
were compelled to celebrate it. How much 
more, then, should we, who have seen the 
fulfillment of the Promise – the atoning 
blood and victorious resurrection of the 
Messiah – bring Him the most humble and 
glorious worship?
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D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Pure worship is to 
acknowledge that God 
is the greatest treasure 
there is, and then to 
place our hearts and 
our lives into His Hands.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

When the Magi brought their treasures to Bethlehem, Jesus was just a toddler. Imagine 
what it must have been like when these royal people came and bowed down to Jesus in 
front of His parents and neighbors! They were just so excited to finally meet the Savior of 
the whole world that they couldn’t wait to worship Him.

S C R I P T U R E
Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of 
the mercies of God, I urge you to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God; this is your true worship.
Romans 12:1 CSB

What does worship look like?

Create a music playlist 
including everyone’s favorite 
Christmas song, and then 
have a family worship time.

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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Recall a time when God met a need you had in a way that you did  
not expect.

How can you be more attuned to God prompting you to meet the 
needs of others?

THE PROVIDER

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

Joseph and Mary must have been utterly 
flabbergasted when the Persian caravan 
showed up at their door. After the shock 
wore off, though, the visit must have been 
a time of incredible fellowship. We can 
only imagine them exchanging powerful 
prophecies and sweet stories about the little 
One who was rising from Jacob.

Abruptly, though, at some point during 
the Magi’s stay, God warned them to head 
home to Persia without reporting back 
to Herod. Then, right after the Magi left, 
Joseph received a similar divine warning 
about the deceitful king. So before the sun 
rose on a new day, Joseph packed up his 
family and fled to Egypt.

How in the world did God expect this 
humble carpenter to provide for the needs 
of his family – especially his child, the Son 
of God? With gold and frankincense and 

myrrh, of course! In God’s perfect timing, 
the Magi’s lavish gifts provided the means 
for Joseph’s family to survive during their 
Egyptian exile.

This incredible moment speaks volumes 
about our God. He is both deeply 
compassionate and incredibly practical. 
God didn’t just provide personal 
affirmation to Joseph and Mary, but also 
met their tangible needs. And He did it 
before they even knew they were in need, 
by prompting the Magi to be His stewards 
of support.

Our Father Creator knows exactly what we 
need and exactly when we need it. He often 
supports us in ways and from people we 
don’t expect. And He prompts us  
to do the same for others. He is a great, 
good Father. 
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TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Our Father Creator 
knows exactly what we 
need and exactly when 
we need it.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

The Magi brought Jesus their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. These were very 
expensive presents. After the Magi went home, God told Joseph to take Jesus and Mary 
to Egypt, so they could escape from the evil king who wanted to hurt Jesus. Even though 
they had to leave their home and Joseph’s job behind, they had enough money to pay for 
food and shelter in Egypt because of all the Magi’s presents!

S C R I P T U R E
“…your Father knows exactly what you 
need even before you ask him!”
Matthew 6:8 NLT

Has God ever helped you 
when you really needed 
something? Was it ever in a 
surprising way?

Clean out closets, drawers 
and/or toy boxes together. 
Donate items to a local shelter 
or ministry to help others in 
need during this season.

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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How do you feel about Jesus? Not about religion or church, but 
about Jesus Himself?

THE CHOICE

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

Indifference and rage.  When the religious 
leaders learned of Jesus’ birth, it doesn’t 
seem they even accompanied the Magi 
the five miles to Bethlehem. And Herod 
responded to the news by ordering the 
murder of all the boys Jesus’ age.

When Herod learned of Jesus’ birth, he 
ordered the murder of all the boys Jesus’ 
age. The religious leaders didn’t even 
accompany the Magi to Bethlehem. These 
reactions lead us to wonder if anyone really 
wanted the Messiah to arrive. Maybe they 
relished the idea of His arrival, but when 
the rubber hit the road, everyone was quite 
satisfied with the status quo.

As Jesus began his ministry, people’s 
reactions to Him didn’t change much from 
those early days. The high priest accused 
Jesus of blasphemy. His family wondered 
if He’d lost His mind. Worshippers at the 
Temple declared He was demon-possessed. 
Others, however – just like the Magi – 

publicly hailed Jesus as the Son of God, and 
their lives were never the same.

Why? Because Jesus simply cannot enter 
a life without changing it. Not that He 
forces us to change. It’s just that when 
we accept the Savior, when we truly love 
Him and pursue Him, we end up actually 
wanting to change things in our lives. And 
sometimes the awareness of that reality 
can be scary.

So some people choose to ignore Jesus, like 
the religious leaders did. Others react with 
hostility, like Herod did. But whether the 
Jerusalem leadership liked it or not, the 
King had arrived and was living just down 
the road.

Today, Jesus is in our midst. We can choose 
to be hostile. Or we can claim Him as the 
Savior that He is and embrace Him. We can 
choose to be indifferent. 
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How do you feel about Jesus? 
Not about church activities, 
but about Jesus Himself?

Share or read one of your 
favorite Bible stories about 
Jesus. Talk about how He is 
still in our midst today.
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DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Jesus is in our midst. 
Will we choose to be 
indifferent like the 
religious leaders? 
Hostile like Herod? Or 
embrace Him as the 
Savior that He is? 

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

When Jesus was born, the king of Israel was afraid and angry because he didn’t want to 
lose his power. The Bible teachers in Jerusalem ignored Him. All of Jesus’ life, some people 
seemed to hate Him or ignore Him. But a lot of other people – like the Magi – realized 
that Jesus was God’s Son and they followed Him. Even today, some people love and follow 
Jesus, and other people don’t. But Jesus loves everyone and wants us all to love Him back.

S C R I P T U R E
“Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, who 
comes into the world.”
John 11:27 CSB
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How can you live out a spirit of reconciliation in your daily life to 
help God’s vine grow and flourish in unity?

THE VINE 

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

The reactions in Jerusalem to Jesus’ birth 
were a foreshadowing of what was to come 
– not just on a personal level, but on a 
global scale. Rejected and ignored by most 
of His own, the Messiah was accepted and 
worshiped by gentiles, and they became 
grafted into His eternal family tree.

From the very beginning, God’s plan 
was to call all people as His own. But 
He first chose Israel to be His bride. The 
entire history of God’s chosen people, 
from Genesis to Malachi, reflected His 
protection and purification of them, so 
that He could one day fulfill His promise. 
Every single rule and redemption in the 
Old Testament had at its core the purpose 
of preserving the seed of Christ. 

And so, for a time, Israel needed to remain 
separate from the rest of the world. But 

with Jesus’ birth, all the prophecies and 
promises of His lineage were fulfilled, and 
the dividing wall crumbled to the ground.

The Magi were privileged to be the first 
gentiles to hail the dawning of this new 
era. An era of global reconciliation and 
universal worship. Israel was blessed to 
birth the Messiah, but He arrived to rescue 
every person on the face of the earth, no 
matter their heritage, nationality or race. 

And so now we are all heirs together, 
branches drawing life from the same vine. 
Through faith in the True Vine, we can all 
grow and mature as one united family.  
In fact, the vine is even more beautiful  
than it was before, because it flourishes 
with blooms of countless colors and  
kinds, growing together in a brilliant  
living bouquet.
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TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Through faith in the 
True Vine, all believers 
can now grow and 
mature together as one 
flourishing family.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

Jesus was born into God’s chosen Jewish nation, but God sent Him to rescue everyone in 
the whole world! No matter where people come from or what they look like, Jesus came 
so that we could all be together in one big family that loves and cares for one another. And 
also so that our big Jesus family can care for other people and share God’s love with them!

S C R I P T U R E
The LORD had said to Abram… “I will 
make you into a great nation …and 
all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.”
Genesis 12:1-3 NIV

How is God’s family even 
better when we don’t all look 
or sound the same? 

Enjoy a family game night 
as you focus on celebrating, 
encouraging and affirming 
one another.

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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How do you share Jesus with others? What kinds of things tend 
to hold you back?

THE WITNESSES

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

The Magi’s journey did not end in 
Bethlehem. Yes, the goal of their quest was 
to find the newborn Messiah in Judea and 
worship Him. But the final stop on their 
historic expedition was the very place they 
began: home.

The Magi could have chosen to remain 
in the middle of their “mountaintop” 
experience. Forsaking their homeland 
would have demonstrated their faith. 
Protecting the holy family during their 
flight to Egypt would have confirmed their 
loyalty. Both good, godly options.

Except that staying on the mountaintop 
is not what the Magi were called to do. 
God Himself instructed them to take their 
encounter with Jesus back home, where the 
Magi’s community must have been hungry 
for details about the long journey and their 
time with the rising Ruler from Jacob.

Decades later, the pattern continued. The 
first thing Andrew did when he met Jesus 
was go home and tell his brother. When 
the infamous Samaritan woman met Jesus 
at the well, she ran back to the very people 
who had shunned her, boldly sharing  
her experience.

Immoral outcast. Blue collar fisherman. 
Royal astronomers. They were all so 
different. The only thing they had in 
common was a face-to-face encounter with 
the Messiah. They were witnesses. They 
didn’t judge or defend or prosecute. They 
simply testified. 

God calls us to do the very same thing: 
to leave our mountaintops and tell others 
about our personal experience with Jesus. 
So let us each join with the Magi, carrying 
that great treasure to others, wherever  
God leads.
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TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Let us be like the 
Magi, sharing the 
greatest treasure – our 
relationship with Jesus 
– wherever God leads.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

The Magi brought their gifts to Jesus and visited with the holy family. Then God told them 
to go back home. So the Magi went back to their country where they could tell people all 
about Jesus. In the Bible, we learn about lots of people who met Jesus and then went and 
told others all about Him. That’s what God wants us to do also, so that everyone can know 
how much He loves them!

S C R I P T U R E
The first thing Andrew did was to find 
his brother Simon and tell him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (that is, the 
Christ). And he brought him to Jesus...
John 1:41-42 NIV

What are ways that we can 
share Jesus with the different 
people in our lives?

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY

Assemble “blessing bags” to share with 
homeless people in the community 
(socks, gum, handwarmers, bus tickets, 
almonds, a wash cloth, hand cream, 
a travel toothbrush with toothpaste, 
lip balm, tissues, hand wipes, granola 
bars, coffee gift card, etc.) Include a 
Christmas card with words of kindness, 
encouragement and Scripture.
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What would it look like for you to rejoice exceedingly in Jesus, not 
just today, but every day?

THE REJOICING

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

It’s Christmas Eve! We are so close to 
celebrating the very thing we have looked 
forward to for so long. Sometimes the 
anticipation that fills this eve day can  
be overwhelming.

It must have been exponentially so for the 
Magi as they approached Bethlehem. The 
hope and anticipation that anchored their 
entire journey must have swelled beyond 
what we can imagine in those final steps 
leading to the Savior’s home. 

The Magi had always known that their 
treasures of gold, frankincense and myrrh 
paled in comparison to the gift they were 
about to receive. A gift that had been 
planned so purposefully and delivered so 
profoundly. And so, when they finally saw 
that gift in person, the Magi’s immediate 
response was to rejoice. And not just to 
rejoice, but rejoice exceedingly with  
great joy! 

The Greek word tells us that the Magi’s 
greeting was megas – it’s where our word 
“mega” comes from! By definition, this 
outward rejoicing was abundant and 
mighty, loud and intense, massive and 
weighty. Their joy burst like fireworks, and 
the outward clamor was evidence of the 
mega celebration within them that they 
were simply unable to contain.

In the same way, as we now begin greeting 
each other with “Merry Christmas.” and 
singing “Joy to the World!” let us not 
simply be cheerful. Instead, may our 
voices rise outwardly and our hearts swell 
inwardly with abundant and mighty joy. 
Let us celebrate and worship as if we 
ourselves were one of the Magi, coming 
face-to-face with the long-awaited Messiah 
for the very first time.
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D E V O T I O N  F O R  F A M I L I E S

TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

Let us celebrate and 
worship as if we 
ourselves were one of 
the Magi, coming face-
to-face with the long-
awaited Messiah for the 
very first time!

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

The Magi were so excited to find Jesus! The word Matthew uses to describe their 
excitement is the Greek word mega – that’s really big and loud and strong rejoicing! 
The Magi had finally found the Savior of the world and were so happy that they could 
worship Him!

S C R I P T U R E
And when they saw the star, they were 
so ecstatic that they shouted and 
celebrated with unrestrained joy.
Matthew 2:10 TPT

What do you think “mega” 
rejoicing – like when the 
Magi found Jesus – looks like?

Make megaphones with rolled 
up paper and shout “Glory to 
God in the highest Heaven!” as 
loudly as possible! Open up the 
Calvary Kids Spotify playlist 
and listen to Glory Born and 
The King is Here together.

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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On this Christmas Day, allow the Savior to speak to your heart and 
mind about the gift He most wants to give you: Himself. 

Think about what that would look like in your life, and how it might 
impact your view of all the other gifts – or lack of them – around you.

THE GIFT 

D E V O T I O N  F O R  A D U L T S  &  S T U D E N T S

ANSWER

Merry Christmas! Today is the day we have 
been preparing for throughout this entire 
season of Advent! And our reason has been 
the very same as the Magi’s: to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. Our Savior. Their Savior.  
The Savior.

The Magi’s journey and their gifts inspire 
us to worship Jesus in so many new ways. 
To live for Him in new ways. And to 
celebrate Him in new ways. Even today, 
as people exchange presents, we follow 
the Magi’s lead as the bearers of the first 
Christmas gifts. 

Yet really, the Magi weren’t the ones who 
initiated the Christmas gift-giving. Instead, 
they prepared their lavish presents in 
response to an even greater gift. One they 
knew was waiting for them in Bethlehem: 
the eternal Messiah, wrapped in delicate 
human flesh.

Why would the God of all Eternity give 
something so priceless? A gift so lavish that 
it is still impossible to fathom. Part of His 
very Being birthed into our world. Why? 
So that one day, He could deliver us into 
His world. For the simple yet astounding 
reason that He deeply loves and prizes 
every single person He has ever created.

And so, as we celebrate today, let us 
consider everything that we’ve learned 
about the Magi as beautifully wrapped 
gifts, waiting for us on Christmas morning. 
Because their lives, their treasures and their 
journey tie together everything about who 
Jesus is, everything He came to do all those 
years ago, and everything He longs to do in 
each one of us today. 

Merry Christmas!
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TODAY’S
T R E A S U R E

The most lavish 
Christmas present ever 
given was the Messiah – 
God Himself – delivered 
into our world so that 
one day we might be 
delivered into His.

JESUS IS______   Advent Devotional

One of the fun things about Christmas is giving each other gifts. It reminds us of the Magi 
giving gifts to Jesus. And especially reminds us of the greatest Christmas gift anyone ever 
gave: when God gave us Jesus here on earth, so He could live with us and teach us and 
save us.

S C R I P T U R E
Falling to the ground at his feet they 
worshiped him. Then they opened their 
treasure boxes full of gifts and presented 
him with gold, frank-incense, and myrrh. 
Matthew 2:11 TPT

What gifts do you think 
Jesus wants to give you? 
What gift would you want to 
give to Jesus?

Write a letter to God, 
thanking him for the greatest 
gift of all–the gift of his son, 
Jesus. “Thanks be to God for 
his indescribable gift!” 

DISCUSS

ACTIVITY
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Advent calendars. Advent wreaths. 

Advent candles. The official 

countdown to Christmas is upon us! 

But what exactly is Advent?  What 

is this season really about?  Well, 

adventus simply means “coming” or 

“arrival.” So Advent is a time for us 

to look forward to celebrating the 

fact that Jesus arrived on Earth to 

dwell among us.  


